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Transforming Ukraine through innovation

As the 6th Kyiv Post Tiger Conference takes place, the world is pass-
ing Ukraine by in some ways, leaving us stuck in a 20th century time 
warp of stifl ing bureaucracy, oligarchic control, no rule of law, poor 
public policies, weak infrastructure and outdated Soviet industries. 
Three questions speak volumes: How to attract investors if utilities 
cannot reliably supply hot water and heat? How can we succeed 
when trains, rivers and planes cannot move people or commodities 
quickly? How can investors risk all if they cannot trust the courts?

At other times, Ukraine has shown innovation in transforming its se-
curity and defense sectors, in stimulating use of renewable energy 
and in branding the nation. Innovations are pioneered in the three 
most promising sectors: agriculture, IT and manufacturing.

But, with 2018 approaching, Ukraine remains far from achieving its 
2020 goals, such as joining the European Union and NATO. In energy, 
the goal of getting 11 percent from renewables will not be met. In 
branding, the nation is still too reactive and, commercially, there are 
too few success stories internationally. Most nations rank higher in 
innovation and happiness. What can we learn from them?

On the bright side, as the second annual Top 30 Under 30 Awards on 
Dec. 5 will show, Ukraine has a new generation of leaders, brimming 
with talent, energy and ideas to lead Ukraine into a brighter future.

To buy Tiger Conference tickets and get latest agenda, go to:
http://tiger.kyivpost.com
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Panel 1

Transforming 
Security & 
Defense 

The Transforming Security & Defense panel will identify the changes 
that Ukraine needs to undertake to ensure its sovereignty and safety 
in the 21st century. How must people and institutions change to 
meet Russia's military threat, now in its fourth year with no end in 
sight? How can the nation protect legitimate secrets while ensuring 
that the 5 percent of the nation's gross domestic product is spent 
effectively and efficiently on security and defense? What can be 
expected of other nations, given that Ukraine is not part of NATO and 
the European Union, two key alliances?
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P A N E L  M O D E R A T O R

Ariel  Cohen 
arielcohen.com;  
senior reseach 

fellow at the Atlantic 
Council, founder and 
director of the Center 

for Energy, Natural 
Resources and 

Geopolitics

Ariel Cohen is a recognized authority on international security, energy policy, the rule of law and 
a leading expert in Russia/Eurasia, Eastern Europe and the Middle East. Cohen is the founder 
and director of the Center for Energy, Natural Resources and Geopolitics and a senior fellow at 
the Institute for Analysis of Global Security, a Washington, D.C., think tank. Cohen also serves as 
senior research fellow at the Atlantic Council. He is the founding principal of International Market 
Analysis Ltd., a Washington, D.C.-based advisory specializing in strategic communications, natural 
resources, political risk and public affairs. For 21 years, Cohen served as senior research fellow in 
Russian and Eurasian studies and international energy policy at the Heritage Foundation.
Cohen conducts White House briefi ngs, and regularly lectures at U.S. government institutions. He 
frequently testifi es before committees of the U.S. Congress, including the Senate and House For-
eign Relations Committees, the House Armed Services Committee, the House Judiciary Committee 
and the Helsinki Commission. Cohen initiates and organizes high-level conferences on Eurasian 
security, terrorism and energy, and on the rule of law, crime and corruption.
Cohen has published seven books and monographs; 30 book chapters and over 900 articles in pro-
fessional and popular media. He is a regular commentator and contributor to major news media 
outlets.
Educational background: 1988, L.L.B., Bar Ilan University School of Law; 1993, Ph.D., The Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts/Harvard, Medford, Mass; 1989, master of arts, law and diplo-
macy (MALD), The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, including course work at Harvard Univer-
sity, Cambridge, Mass.

P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

General Giorgi 
Kalandadze

Ex-chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in Georgia; 

now lives in Ukraine

General Giorgi Kalandadze served briefl y as chairman of the joint chiefs of staff in 2012 in Georgia.
He began military career in 1995 as a cadet of the cadet institute of the Ministry of Defense of 
Georgia. He entered the Military Academy in 1997 to continue his studies. Following graduation 
from the Military Academy in 2001, he continued to serve as junior lieutenant. Before taking the 
highest military position, Kalandadze commanded at every level. He served as a fi rst deputy chair-
man (from 2011 to 2012) and as a chairman (from 2012 to 2013) of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the 
Ministry of Defense of Georgia Armed Forces. He participated in peacekeeping missions in Iraq and 
Afghanistan from 2007 to 2008 and from 2010 to 2012 respectively. During the 2008 Russia-Geor-
gia war, he commanded the fourth infantry brigade. Since 2014, he has volunteered as a squad 
combatant-instructor to support Ukraine's military operations against Russian-led forces in the 
Donbas. In 2014-2015, he served as chief Instructor of the Patriot training center. From 2015-2016, 
he worked as an adviser to the chairman of the National Guard. 

Oksana 
Syroyid

Deputy Speaker of the 
Verkhovna Rada

Oksana Syroyid is a Ukrainian politician and jurist. She was elected to the Verkhovna Rada in the 
2014 Ukrainian parliamentary elections on the Samopomich (Self-Reliance) Party list. Her opposi-
tion faction has 26 out of 422 seats. On Dec. 4, 2014, she became the fi rst woman to serve as the 
deputy speaker of the Ukrainian parliament. She is also the director of the Ukrainian Legal Foun-
dation. She was born in Horodyshche, a small village in Lviv Oblast. In 2002, she moved to Canada 
to study at Ottawa University, receiving a master of laws degree in 2003.
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Denys Gurak
Ukroboronprom deputy 

director general for 
foreign economic 

activity

Dennys Gurak is the deputy director general for foreign economic activity at state defence holding 
company Ukroboronprom, a position he has held since 2014. At Ukroboronprom, he manages the 
concern's international business and participates in bilateral commissions on military-technical 
cooperation. He also represents the Ukrainian defence industry in its cooperation with NATO as 
the head of offi cial Ukrainian delegation to the NATO Industrial Advisory Group (NIAG). A lawyer by 
education, Gurak obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Law with honors from the Ukrainian Academy of 
Foreign Trade; and received a Master’s degree (LLM) from the University of Amsterdam, specializ-
ing in European Union law. 
From 2005 to 2010 he worked as a lawyer in international legal companies, specializing in corpo-
rate, competition, fi nance law and foreign trade. From 2010 until 2014 he was the director of the 
GMP/GDP Center of the State Administration of Ukraine on Medicinal Products (SAUMP), specializ-
ing on assessment for compliance of foreign pharmaceutical manufacturers with Good Manufac-
turing Practice (GMP) requirements. 
Gurak is a member of the Ukrainian Bar Association. In 2016 he was awarded a medal for national 
defence by the Ministry of Defence of France.

P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Colonel 
Alber t 

Mytroshkyn
Head of the intelligence 
planning department of 
Ukraine's Armed Forces

Mark Galeotti 
Senior researcher at the 
Institute of International 

Relations in Prague, Czech 
Republic

Colonel Albert Mytroshkyn, a Ukrainian military offi cer, is head of the intelligence planning depart-
ment of the military intelligence center of Ukraine's Armed Forces. Mytroshkyn has been working 
with the Defense Ministry of Ukraine since 1993. He served in the Donbas from the beginning of 
Russia's war against Ukraine in 2014, in charge of the most dangerous operations and personally 
participating in most of them. Mytroshkyn also took part in battles for Savur-Mohyla, a hill of 
strategic importance in Donetsk Oblast close to the Russian border. For his personal courage, 
Mytroshkyn was awarded the Order of Bogdan Khmelnytsky and the distinction of the Ministry of 
Defense of Ukraine "For military valor."

Mark Galeotti is a senior researcher at the Institute of International Relations in Prague, Czech 
Republic, and heads its Centre for European Security, He is also principal director of the Mayak 
Intelligence consultancy and until June 2017 was a visiting fellow with the European Council on 
Foreign Relations. 
He specializes in Russian security and political affairs, as well as the murky subjects of modern 
warfare, intelligence and transnational and organized crime.
He read history at Robinson College, Cambridge University, and then took his doctorate in politics 
at the London School of Economics. A lecturer at Keele University in the United Kingdom, he rose 
to become head of its history department. He spent a year as a special adviser at the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Offi ce, covering post-Soviet organized crime and Russian security and intelligence 
services. In 2009, Galeotti took up a position as professor of global affairs at New York University 
and chair of the Centre for Global Affairs. He also teaches at Charles University (Prague) and has 
been a visiting professor at Rutgers University (Newark, New Jersey) and MGIMO (Moscow).
He is published widely.
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Panel 2

Strategic 
Communications: 
Branding Ukraine

How can Ukraine present a better image and reality to its citizens 
and the world? What are the fundamental strategic communications 
strategies in the 21st century, and how well is Ukraine using its soft 
power in this area? While nations have "brands," certain features of 
the culture that spring to everyone's mind, these images are also 
connected to commercial products for many successful nations. In 
this regard, what are Ukraine's famous commercial brands and what 
is it known for abroad?
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P A N E L  M O D E R A T O R

Michael 
Bociurkiw

Global affairs analyst

Michael Bociurkiw is a global affairs analyst, writer, speaker, humanitarian and two-time TEDx 
speaker. He has served as a spokesperson for UNICEF and the Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine.
Bociurkiw is a frequent commentator on Ukraine and global affairs on CNN, BBC World, CTV and 
CBC. His opinion and journalism work has been published in such publications as Forbes, MSNBC, 
The Los Angeles Times, the South China Morning Post and the Toronto Globe and Mail. He is a 
regular contributor to CNN.com and the Huffi ngton Post. As a development professional, he has 
worked during emergencies on several continents, including the crash of MH17, the Afghanistan 
emergency of 2001, the Kashmir earthquake in Pakistan, and Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar. Bociurkiw 
is a Canadian of Ukrainian descent, and is currently completing his fi rst non-fi ction book on the 
humanitarian aid business.

Tel.: +38 (044) 494-27-27       office@LP.ua         www. Lp.ua
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Farzana 
Baduel

Founder and CEO 
of Curzon PR 

farzanabaduel.com

Jonathan 
McClory 

General Manager, Asia, 
Portland Communications

Farzana Baduel is founder and CEO of Curzon PR, a strategic marketing communications agency 
trusted by international governments, corporates, and luxury and cultural brands. Baduel set up 
Curzon in 2009 after previously serving as vice chair of business relations for the British Conserv-
ative Party. She is an award-winning PR entrepreneur, expert media commentator, editor of The 
PR Insider, a digital platform dedicated to the world of public relations; and former vice chair of 
business relations for the British Conservative Party.
Farzana has nurtured Curzon PR, driving it forward as a strategic marketing communications agen-
cy, representing clients across four core sectors; international governments, listed corporates, 
global luxury brands and key arts and culture initiatives. She has advised on emerging market 
brands going global, and in diversity in the media.
Baduel is co-Chair of TiE Women (London). TiE is the largest entrepreneur network in the world. 
She previously sat on the London board of Institute of Directors and is a communications adviser 
to the senior management and executive leaders of governments, corporates, luxury brands and 
global cultural initiatives. As a passionate advocate for diversity in the media, Farzana has fos-
tered key partnerships up with initiatives such as Creative Access, which aims to fi ll the disparity 
of ethnic minorities in the creative industries. She is frequently asked to speak at public forums 
and industry events and is a passionate advocate of equal opportunities within the workplace.

Jonathan McClory is a specialist in soft power, place branding, public diplomacy and strategic 
communications. He is Portland Communications’ General Manager for Asia, overseeing all work 
across Asia Pacifi c.
McClory has advised senior government clients in the U.K., Europe, Middle East and Asia on rep-
utation, policy, and effective global engagement. At Portland, Jonathan has delivered both stra-
tegic projects like launching new national brands, as well as bespoke capability and capacity 
building for government communicators and policy makers.
He has worked with the U.K.’s Foreign and Commonwealth Offi ce on improving the performance 
of Britain’s diplomatic corps over several years. McClory has designed and delivered a number of 
digital diplomacy and communications training workshops for Australia’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade. He has also been part of the expert team that has helped design, build and train 
Qatar’s central government communications offi ce, which reports to the prime minister.
McClory previously led the place branding practice at the London-based creative agency Winkrea-
tive. Prior to this, he worked as a consultant in the public sector practice in the London offi ce of 
the Boston Consulting Group.
Before working in the private sector, McClory was a senior researcher at the Institute for Govern-
ment (IfG), where he remains an associate. While at the IfG, McClory developed the world's fi rst 
composite index for measuring the soft power of countries. This work evolved into The Soft Power 
30, an annual ranking of soft power used as a benchmark by foreign ministries across the globe.
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Barbora 
Maronkova

Director, NATO 
Information and 

Documentation Center 
in Ukraine

Tetiana 
Popova 

Strategic 
communications 
expert, former 

deputy minister of 
information policy of 

Ukraine

Barbora Maronkova has more than a decade of experience working on public diplomacy and com-
munications for NATO. Before taking up her current post in Kyiv, she worked in avrious positions in 
the NATO Public Diplomacy Division, including program offi cer for Central Europe and the Western 
Balkans; acting head of the NATO press and media section, and chief organizer of the annual NATO 
Public Diplomacy Forum in Brussels. Maronkova worked with several NATO candidate countries on 
their national campaigns to promote NATO membership and organized many events in support of 
NATO in more than a dozen countries. She also led initial work on developing and introducing the 
assessment and evaluation of public diplomacy in NATO.
Prior to joining NATO Headquarters in Brussels, Maronkova established and headed the Center for 
European and North Atlantic Affairs in Slovakia in 2003 to promote the country's membership of 
NATO and the European Union.
Maronkova is a non-resident research fellow with the Center on Public Diplomacy, Annenberg 
School of Communication, University of Southern California.

Tetiana Popova is a strategic communications expert at Information Security nongovernmental 
organization and managing partner at Media Expert. Popova served as deputy minister of infor-
mation policy of Ukraine in 2015 and 2016, and was an adviser to the minister of defense of Ukraine 
from 2014 to 2015.
In 2010, Popova was honored with an award from the Sled v Reclame (Footprint in Advertising)  
All-Ukrainian Advertising Coalition for her contributions to the development of the Ukrainian ad-
vertising market.
Popova took an active part in the EuroMaidan Revolution, which drove former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych from power on Feb. 22, 2014: She opened a hostel for demonstrators. 
From March 2014, Popova conducted monitoring activities for the National TV & Radio Council, 
studied the media in Ukraine to identify separatist cells and false reports. She worked to stop the 
broadcasting of Russian TV channels in Ukraine. She also joined the Ukrainian Crisis Media Center.
Since September 2016, Popova has been working as a senior strategy communication expert at 
Information Security, a nongovernmental organization.
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Panel 3

Embracing 
Renewables 
Revolution

Energy independence has become a matter of national security for 
Ukraine, given its historic dependence on Russia and its inability to 
significantly increase its supplies of oil and natural gas. Moreover, 
Ukraine remains heavily reliant on nuclear energy. The nation is 
falling short of its goal of getting 11 percent of its energy from 
renewables – solar, wind, hydro and biofuels. What should be done 
to achieve Ukraine's renewable energy potential?
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E-government, e-health, e-learning – 

A d v e r t i s e m e n t

Where are the breakthrough innovations for Ukraine? 
Are they in a Galaxy far,  far  away or r ight  next  door ?

Valery Krasovsky 
CEO at Sigma Software

sigma.software

P A N E L  M O D E R A T O R

Edward C. 
Chow 

Senior Fellow, Energy 
& National Security 

Program, Center 
for Strategic & 

International Studies 
in Washington, D.C.

Edward C. Chow is an international energy expert with more than 35 years of industry experience. 
He has worked in Asia, the Middle East, Africa, South America, Europe, Russia and the Caspian 
region. He has developed governmental policy and business strategy, as well as successfully ne-
gotiated complex, multibillion-dollar international business ventures. He specializes in oil and gas 
investments in emerging economies. He has advised governments, international fi nancial institu-
tions, major oil companies, and leading multinational corporations.
Chow spent 20 years with Chevron Corporation in U.S. and overseas assignments. He was head of 
international external affairs at Chevron's headquarters in California. He played a leading role in 
negotiating international commercial agreements. While he was Chevron's principal international 
representative in Washington, D.C., he worked closely with the White House, Capitol Hill, federal 
departments and agencies, foreign governments, international fi nancial institutions and the for-
eign policy community on international economic policy affecting worldwide energy investments. 
Between 1989 and 1991, he was based in Beijing as Chevron's country manager for China.
Chow is a graduate of Ohio University with a bachelor's degree in economics and a master's degree 
in international affairs. He has published articles in leading academic and foreign policy journals 
on global energy developments, spoken on energy at international conferences, universities and 
think tanks in the United States, Europe, and Asia, and appeared on major international media.
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Petter Nore
Professor at North 

University in Norway 
and an energy 
advisor to the 

Norwegian Agency 
for Development 

Cooperation

Oleksiy 
Ryabchin 

Member of parliament, 
head of the sub-

committeee on energy 
saving and energy 

effi ciency

Petter Nore is a professor at North University in Norway and an energy advisor to the Norwegian 
Agency for Development Cooperation, or NORAD.
Nore has a bachelor master's degree in economics from the London School of Economics. He 
completed his Ph.D. degree in London, which was based on researching the oil industry in Britain. 
He is also the author of numerous academic papers.
After completing his doctoral degree, Nore returned to Oslo and became involved with govern-
ment institutions such as the Norwegian Ministry of Petroleum and Energy, where he studied the 
Norwegian oil industry. He then moved to the private sector, specifi cally to the petroleum indus-
try sector as vice president for Saga Petroleum, Norsk Hydro and others. After gaining suffi cient 
experience, he decided to implement these skills to the Norwegian Agency for Development Co-
operation, by taking the position of director of the Department of Economic Development, Energy, 
Governance, Gender and, additionally, he continued his academic career as a professor at North 
University.
Nore now combines his work at the ministry as well as academia, where he is currently a member 
of several universities and organizations.

Oleksiy Ryabchin has a Ph.D. in Economics from Donetsk National University in Ukraine and a mas-
ter's in innovation and sustainability for international development from the University of Sussex 
in the United Kingdom.
In October 2014, Ryabchin was elected to the Verkhovna Rada on the party list of Batkivshchyna. 
He heads the subcommittee on energy saving and energy effi ciency of the energy committee. He 
is an active member of the inter-factional caucus “Euro-optimists," which unites civic society ac-
tivists, journalists and educated professionals in the Ukrainian parliament. 
At the beginning of 2014, Ryabchin organized pro-Ukrainian rallies in Donetsk. He worked as a 
Washington Post stringer and as the international communications strategy manager for the 
Ukraine Reforms Communications Taskforce before joining politics. 
With his colleagues from the energy and fuel committee, Ryabchin participates in lobbying and 
introducing numerous energy reforms, such as introducing the extractive industries transpar-
ency initiative (EITI) standards, drafting an energy regulator law, implementing European Union 
directives in the oil and gas sector etc. He personally championed numerous changes supporting 
renewables and creating an energy effi ciency market in Ukraine. 
His activity is focused on promoting renewables, sustainable development, green economy and 
supporting displaced universities that fl ed from the Donbas and Crimea.
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Olexii 
Orzhel 

Chairman of the 
Ukrainian Association 
of Renewable Energy; 
Energy Sector Head at 
the Better Regulatory 

Delivery Offi ce

Olexii Orzhel is chairman of the Ukrainian Association of Renewable Energy and Energy Sector 
Head at the Better Regulatory Delivery Offi ce, or BRDO.
Orzhel is a specialist in the fi eld of fuel and energy complex, and a participant in specialized con-
ferences and seminars. Between 2006-2014, Orzhel has been working at various positions in the 
national regulator in the energy sector. 
Since 2014, Orzhel has worked in the private sector and as chairman of Ukrainian Association of 
Renewable Energy. Orzhel graduated from the Institute of Energy Saving and Energy Management 
National Technical University of Ukraine Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, with a master's in energy man-
agement.

Dmitry Aleev
Partner, Head of Energy 

& Natural Resources 
Industry Group, KPMG 

Ukraine

Dmitry Aleev is partner and head of the energy & natural resources industry group at KPMG in 
Ukraine. It provides services to industrial, energy and natural resources companies.
For more than 16 years, Aleev took part in engagements providing services to a large number of 
energy and industrial production companies in Ukraine and abroad. He has worked extensively 
on implementing international fi nancial reporting standards and national accounting standards 
in Ukraine.
Aleev's experience serving companies as engagement manager and partner involves projects for 
large Ukrainian and international companies on the auditing of fi nancial statements, performing 
special audits and accounting procedures, internal controls and audit system analysis, and the 
preparation of management and fi nancial accounts. In addition, Aleev's experience with industrial 
production and energy enterprises includes the development and provision of recommendations 
to improve internal procedures and processes, risk management framework analyses, and con-
sulting on compliance with international fi nancial reporting standards requirements.
Aleev holds a master's degree in fi nance from Kyiv National Shevchenko University, is a member 
of the Association of Chartered Certifi ed Accountants, and qualifi ed statutory auditor (certifi cate 
"A") in Ukraine.
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Subscribe! Online benefi ts include:
• Unlimited access to all exclusive Kyiv Post stories online

• Hourly updated feed of news stories, analysis, multimedia, 
opinions and more
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Support independent journalism.

Ostap 
Semerak 

Minister of Ecology and 
Natural Resources of 

Ukraine

Ostap Semerak is a Ukrainian politician and former lawmaker in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's 
parliament, where he was a member of the People's Front faction led by ex-Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk. Since April 14, 2016, he has served as ecology minister in Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman's government.He was the Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers under Yatsenyuk's gov-
ernment from Feb. 27, 2014, to Dec. 2, 2014.
From 1989 to 1994, Semerak studied at the faculty of physics of Lviv University and, from 1992 to 
1998, at the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy for a master's degree in political science.

P A N E L  S P E A K E R S
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Panel 4

Breakthrough 
Innovations 
for Ukraine’s 
Future

In modern, competitive economies, knowledge-based innovation 
drives development. Sustained growth and improved living standards 
can only be obtained by increasing productivity and introducing new 
and better products or services that compete successfully in the 
global market. This panel assembles leading thinkers, practitioners, 
innovators and trendsetters to find solutions to the challenges that 
Ukraine faces in restructuring its economy.
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

P A N E L  M O D E R A T O R

Valery 
Krasovsky  

CEO & Co-Founder of 
Sigma Software

Evgeni 
Utkin

Founder and 
president of hi-tech 

holding company 
KM Core

Evgeni Utkin is a successful entrepreneur and one of the pioneers and leaders of the technology 
industry the region. He is the founder and president of hi-tech holding company KM Core.
From 1982 until 1990, Utkin held the position of head of the laboratory and chief designer of micro-
processors at the Kyiv Science and Research Institute of Micro Instruments.
Since founding one of the fi rst private companies in post-Soviet times in 1990, Utkin has taken his 
KM Core company through a number of growth phases, including diversifi cation, expansion to new 
markets, the creation of an international company, merger and acquisition, and an initial public 
offering. Throughout this time, the company has maintained signifi cant business partnerships 
with global technology companies, such as Intel, Oracle, Cisco and Microsoft.
Utkin's approach to business involves accelerating knowledge-based businesses and creating en-
terprise value. Having combined his knowledge of doing business with a global perspective on 
developing innovative companies, Utkin is acknowledged as a leader of the new, post -Soviet gen-
eration of entrepreneurs. Today, KMCore is focused on four key business areas: IT, data center and 
cloud services, software engineering, semiconductor design and nanotechnology.

Valery Krasovsky is the CEO and co-founder of Sigma Software.
Krasovsky headed the company since its inception, fi rst as chief operating offi cer and then as CEO. 
Under Krasovsky's leadership, the company has grown from a small business with a few clients in 
Europe to a premier software provider, offering superior quality information technology servic-
es for such companies like Volvo, AT&T, SAS, Fortum, Formpipe, Scania, and other world-known 
brands.
Krasovsky has been involved in cooperation with state bodies within the framework of the Europe-
an Business Association and its information technology committee. In 2011, Krasovsky headed the 
working group under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine aimed at Ukrainian IT education develop-
ment and building bridges between business and educational establishments.
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Ivar Tallo
Founder of the 

E-Governance Academy 
in Estonia

Andrei 
Aleikin

Senior Director, Digital 
Solutions, Visa

Eugene 
Krazhan

B2B Hub Leader, 
Kyivstar

Ivar Tallo is a founder of the e-Governance Academy in Estonia and a member of the supervisory 
board.
Before that, Tallo was a member of parliament in Estonia and a member of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe. He has also worked as a foreign policy advisor to the president 
of Estonia and lectures on public policy and public administration at Tartu University. He was the 
author of the basic principles of information policy of Estonia, the code of conduct for civil serv-
ants and he co-authored the Public Information Act.
From January 2007, he worked as a regional advisor for the Bratislava Center of the United Nations 
Development Program and, between 2007-2009, he was seconded by the Estonian government to 
the United Nations Institute for Training and Research, where he was the manager for the e-gov-
ernance program. 
Tallo has been promoting the use of the information and communication technologies for public 
sector leaders fi rst in Estonia and then in many other nations. Currently, Tallo is advising Ukraini-
an, Kazakh and Armenian governments.

Andrei Aleikin is the senior director of digital solutions for Visa in the former Soviet republics and 
Central and Eastern Europe.
Aleikin leads the digital agenda in 17 markets. His main areas of focus are: contactless payments 
and transit, mobile contactless payments, mobile wallets and mobile money solutions, authenti-
cation for eCommerce, visa money transfer services, visa token service and pay solutions.
Aleikin joined Visa in 2005 as a member of the chip and innovation team. During his 12 years at Visa, 
Aleikin has successfully managed the region-wide implementation of acquiring chip and CCD chip 
mandates, launched innovative solutions like the Kyiv Citizen Card program, the market-leading 
Visa payWave program, and dynamic VbV, VPP and mobile payment implementations in multiple 
markets.
Aleikin brings to the Visa innovation team more than 15 years of experience in IT and fi nancial sys-
tems consulting gained with PWC and KPMG. He holds a master’s degree in IT Systems architecture 
and design from the National Technical University of Ukraine Kyiv Polytechnic Institute.

Eugene Krazhan is the B2B hub leader of Kyivstar. Krazhan has been with Kyivstar for 12 years. He 
started as a project and process manager in 2005, managing the small and medium-sized business 
segment unit and the B2B department. Since 2017, Krazhan has led the VEON Eurasia B2B hub, 
sharing B2B best practices and rendering services across the VEON Eurasia footprint. Under his 
leadership, Kyivstar gained and sustained a 50+ percent market share in the business segment in 
Ukraine.
Krazhan received his bachelor's degree in political science and economics from Kyiv Mohyla Acad-
emy and studied strategic marketing at the London Business School. He holds a certifi cate from 
Miller-Heiman International in conceptual and strategic sales facilitation.
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Breakout session

Cyber
Security

Ukraine has been the victim of many cyber attacks on its infrastructure, 
its government websites and other sensitive areas. Is the nation 
getting better at defending itself? What lessons have been learned 
from Russia's war on Ukraine since 2014, part of which is an array 
of hybrid weapons such as cyber attacks. What are the most likely 
threats Ukraine will face in coming years and is the nation prepared 
to counter them effectively?

In partnership with
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

P A N E L  M O D E R A T O R

Cornelius 
Granig

Managing Partner, 
K-Advisors

Dmytro 
Shymkiv 
Deputy Head, 
Presidential 

Administration

Dmytro Shymkiv is a politician, technology entrepreneur, innovator and respected professional 
with 20 years of leadership experience in business and the information technology industry across 
Ukraine, Europe and the United States.
On July 9, 2014, President Petro Poroshenko appointed Shymkiv as deputy head of the Presidential 
Administration, responsible for reform coordination, innovations and change management.
Shymkiv also became secretary of the National Reforms Council, an advisory body to the presi-
dent. The primary objective of the National Reforms Council is building political consensus on the 
reform agenda through dialogue and decisionmaking on content, strategic planning, coordination 
of implementation and monitoring.  Shymkiv is responsible for change management, reorganiza-
tion, innovations, implementation of e-governance and cyber security in the Presidential Admin-
istration. He drafted the president's strategy for sustainable development, “Ukraine 2020,” and a 
whole host of efforts designed to coordinate the reforms. He was instrumental in launching 3G/4G 
mobile technology, driving the “Digital Ukraine” and “Go Global” initiatives, evangelizing the elec-
tronic public procurement system “ProZorro,” creating the electronic petitions service, introduc-
ing innovations and ensuring a proper level of cyber security in the Presidential Administration. 
Shymkiv was general manager of Microsoft Ukraine, one of the top-performing Microsoft subsidi-
aries worldwide. Shmykiv had established a software development startup which became part of 
a global IT company where he served in leadership positions.

Cornelius Granig is the managing partner of the advisory fi rm K-Advisors, which operates in sever-
al Central and Eastern European countries and focuses on the digitalization and modernization of 
the energy, industrial, healthcare and fi nancial services sector.
Granig and his partners provide services in the areas of cyber security, anti-fraud, IT and business 
intelligence, in close cooperation with law enforcement agencies. He is also the president of the 
Corporate Culture Institute, an Austrian think tank that focuses in its activities on the corporate 
implementation of high ethical standards, diversity programs and a commitment to compliance 
with the law and policy.
Prior to these assignments, Granig worked as CEO of Siemens and as deputy CEO of Raiffeisen 
Bank Aval in Ukraine and for more than a decade held management positions in IBM Central & 
Eastern Europe.
Granig started his professional career as a radio journalist at the Austrian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion and holds a Ph.D. from the University of Vienna.
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Hector 
Rodriguez

Regional Risk Offi cer, 
Visa

Marina 
Krotofi l 

Principal Analyst at 
FireEye Industrial Cyber 

Security Intelligence

Hector Rodriguez is the regional risk offi cer for Central Europe, Middle East and Africa for Visa, Inc.
With over 20 years of risk management experience within the payment industry, Rodriguez is 
responsible for credit settlement risk, enterprise risk management and payment system risk, in-
cluding data security, brand protection and cyber investigations.
Since joining Visa in 2003, Rodriguez has held several senior leadership positions within the Visa 
risk team, and most recently was the head of global risk strategy and analytics, where he led a 
team responsible for setting and driving Visa’s payment system risk strategy, CNP risk strategy, 
strategic analytics, and reporting and communications.
Previous to that, Rodriguez was the head of the global third-party risk department, where he was 
responsible for evaluating third parties to ensure compliance with Visa risk requirements, focus-
ing on validation of compliance with payment card industry security standards.
Prior to joining Visa, Rodriguez held several roles in fraud and operations management, within the 
electronic bill payment and presentment group at Metavante Corporation.
Rodriguez received his bachelor's degree in international business and his master's in business 
administration from United States International University in San Diego, California.

Marina Krotofi l is a principal analyst at FireEye in the United States. Krotofi l previously worked as 
a lead cyber security researcher at Honeywell, also in the United States, and as a senior consult-
ant at the European Agency for Cyber Security in the Netherlands. Krotofi l specializes in critical 
infrastructure protection. Her work over the past few years has been focused on unique attack 
vectors, modeling damage scenarios and understanding attacker techniques when exploiting con-
trol systems. She is a frequent speaker at leading security events. She holds a master's in business 
administration in technology management, a master's in telecommunication and a master's in 
information and communication systems.
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Breakout session

FinTech: Old Style 
Banking Dressed 
Up With a New 
Exciting Name?

Financial technology trends show that people are more comfortable 
managing their money and business online, and they’re less willing 
to put up with the sometimes glacial pace and bureaucracy of 
traditional financial services. If "fintech" wins the battle with the 
traditional banking sector, what role will each play?

In partnership with
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P A N E L  M O D E R A T O R

Eugene 
Sarantsov 
Managing Partner, 

Reactor.ua

Eugene Sarantsov is managing partner at Reactor.ua, a design thinking platform.
Sarantsov is a Ukrainian entrepreneur as well as a representative of reformers and creators of the 
modern digital economy in Ukraine. He is a mentor and expert of business incubators Startup Net-
work (startup.ua) and 1991 Open Data Accelerator. He has mergers and acquisition experience. In 
the past, Sarantsov was a member of the board of directors of one of the largest Ukrainian trade 
B2B platforms, zakupki.prom.ua.
Sarantsov is also working on the digital transformation of a large industrial group of companies.
He received a master's in banking & fi nance from KMBS and is a co-founder of Reactor.ua, trade-
bot.pro, blackbox.ua, and DitCom.
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P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Michal 
Kratochvil

CEO at BudgetBakers

Ivan Svitek
General Manager, 

Alfa-Bank Ukraine and 
Ukrsotsbank

Michal Kratochvil is CEO of BudgetBakers and former managing director at Accenture.
Kratochvil is a member of the StartupYard team, a StartupYard shareholder, and CEO of the Start-
upYard Alum BudgetBakers.
Kratochvil spent most of his career with Accenture, where he rose to managing director for Ac-
centure Consulting in Central Europe, a position he held for 11 years. During this time, Kratochvil 
worked in a wide range of industries, particularly on banking and telecommunications projects. He 
left corporate life in 2015 to join StartupYard as a shareholder and a member of the team, serving 
as an executive in residence. 
In 2016, he joined BudgetBakers as CEO, guiding the company to rapid growth, and helping to se-
cure seed funding.
He serves on the board of the Czech Fintech Association.
Kratochvíl brings decades of experience in banking to his head role at BudgetBakers, where he 
intends to push the company towards closer cooperation with consumer banking in Europe and 
worldwide.
He studied at the University of Economics in Prague from 1991 to 1994. and at the Czech Technical 
Univesity in Prague from 1988 to 1989.

Ivan Svitek is general manager at Alfa-Bank Ukraine and Ukrsotsbank.
Svitek is one of the leading experts in fi nance and banking, as well as a top-level manager with 
extensive experience in the European Union, Eastern Europe and Latin America.
In 1991, he served as an advisor to the minister of fi nance of Czechoslovakia, then from 1993 to 
1994 worked for Citibank (in Prague, Czech Republic); and from 1994 to 1998 at Pepsi-Cola Interna-
tional in Austria and Czech Republic. From 1998 to 2008, Svitek held the positions of chief fi nancial 
offi cer, vice chairman of the board at General Electric – Capital Services; deputy CEO at GE Capital 
Bank (Prague, Czech Republic); leader at GE consumer fi nance (Dublin, Ireland), and president and 
CEO at GE Money Bank (Sao Paulo, Brazil).
From 2008 to 2015, Svitek served as chairman of the board and CEO at Home Credit Bank in Russia, 
a part of the Home Credit B.V. holding, headquartered in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
A graduate of Claremont McKenna College in California, United States (1986-1990), Svitek earned 
a bachelor of arts degree, doing a double major in economics and political science. In 1993-1994, 
Svitek completed the master's in business administration program at INSEAD business school in 
France.
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The Kyiv Post distribution list, with map, is now available 

online at distribution.kyivpost.com

To get a Kyiv Post corporate subscription for your hotel or restaurant contact us at 
subscribe@kyivpost.com or call us at +38 044 591 33 44 

Where to get 
the

 

Kyiv Post?

All prices are in hryvnias including VAT

SUBSCRIBE 
to the Kyiv Post 
Feel free to contact us: 
+38 044 591 33 44, mail 
to subscribe@kyivpost.com 
or order at kyivpost.com

COPIES
STAND 

(RENT PER YEAR)
1 YEAR 6 MONTHS 3 MONTHS

1 2,400 1200 600

20

1,200

6,000 4,000 3,000

50 8,000 5,000 4,000

100 10,000 6,000 5,000

P A N E L  S P E A K E R S

Ivan Istomin
CEO and Co-Founder, 
PayForce LLC Ukraine

Ivan Istomin is the Ukraine CEO and co-founder of PayForce LLC.
Istomin is a retail banking and payments business professional with 18 years of experience in  
banking (Kredit Bank, UkrSibbank, FidoBank, BNP Paribas) and with creating and developing prof-
itable business models for banks and retailers.
His proven leadership record includes business strategy development and implementation in the 
fi eld of B2B2C white label fi nancial services for banks and retailers based on a profi t-sharing model.
He over-performed profi tability during the fi rst year of operation (300%) and achieved a 7% market 
share gained in p2p transfers (MasterCard Money Send/VISA Money Transfer) during the fi rst year. 
He was involved in the fi rst in Ukraine HCE NFC mobile wallet (virtual prepaid card) implementation 
with VISA. He was involved in implementing the fi rst project for the United Nations (United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees) in Ukraine based on prepaid cards (4,000 cards, Hr 23 million aid 
for internally displaced persons).
From 2005-2007, Istomin attended the International Management Institute in Kyiv's master's of 
business administration program. From 1995-2000, he attended National University Lviv Politech-
nic University and graduated with a master's degree in economics and entrepreneurship.
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Bogdan Globa Kateryna Istomina Daria Kaleniuk Olga Kharlan Yulia Kirillova Yulia Klymyshyn 

Sviat Sviatnenko Yulia Marushevska Sevgil Musayeva-Borovyk Mykhailo Obolonskyi Yana Panfi lova Ivan Pasichnyk 

Ivan Prymachenko Ganna Rizatdinova Yulia Sanina Natalie Sedletska Daria Shapovalova Alyona Shkrum 

Oleksiy Skvordyakov Iryna Slavinska Anastasia Sleptsova Iryna Suslova Alina Sviderska Yulia Sychikova 

Anastasia Topolskaia Yulia Tychivska Oleksander Usyk Lesiya Vasylenko Yana Zinkevych Valeriy Chybineyev

Contents
 Yaroslav Azhnyuk 36
 Maria Berlinska 37
 Solomia Bobrovska 38
 Nataliya Boyko 40
 Pavlo Budayevsky 41
 Bogdan Chaban 42
 Maksym Chernysh 43
 Vitaliy Diatlenko 44
 Rimma El Joueidi 45
 Illia Filipov 46
 Margo Gontar 47
 Roman Hryshchuk 48
 Liza Kostyrkina 49
 Alyona Kryvulyak 50
 Alexandra Kutas 51
 Darya Leshchenko 52
 Iryna Lytovchenko 53
 Bogdan Logvynenko 54
 Oleksandr Maksymenko 55
 Natalya Mazharova 56
 Dmytro Schebetyuk 57
 Yulia Shevchuk 58
 Elina Svitolina 59
 Oleksandr Todorchuk 60
 Oleksandr Toporivsky 61
 Roman Tychkivsky 62
 Oleg Verniaiev 63
 Stepan Veselovskyi 64
 Hordyslava Yemets 65
 Denys Zhadanov 66

And the winners are…

Introducing the public to Ukraine's future leaders is one of the great joys of the Kyiv Post Tiger 
Conference. This is the newspaper's second annual awards program honoring Ukraine's Top 30 Under 
30—30 young leaders in all walks of life, including business, government, sports, military and non-
governmental sectors.

This year, the Kyiv Post is proud to conduct the awards in partnership with the Victor Pinchuk Foundation, 
the event's sponsor. Pinchuk, the billionaire philanthropist, has been promoting Ukraine's young peo-
ple in a variety of ways, including providing annual scholarships through his WorldWide Studies pro-
gram so that outstanding Ukrainian students can get educated at the world's top universities.

During the fi rst year, the Kyiv Post staff picked the winners from nominations received internally and 
from the public. This year, we let last year's winners pick this year's winners. It seemed like the right 
thing to do — and they came up with a stellar list. We expect this to become a tradition.

Ukraine is facing a brain drain of young people who are fi nding better opportunities abroad. This is even 
more reason to identify and recognize today's young leaders in Ukraine who are commited to staying 
and building this nation. The task of building a strong nation is, however, not just for young people. It is 
one for all of us — of all ages, races, background and nationalities — who make Ukraine home.

If you want to feel good about Ukraine's future, join us on the evening of Dec. 5 at the awards cere-
mony in the Hilton Kyiv to meet the nation's best and brightest individuals.

2016 Top 30 Under 30 Winners

Editors’ Note

Hosted by 
Pavlo Shylko, 
entertainer, 
co-founder 
of the YUNA 
awards and 
music pro-
ducer.
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Name: Yaroslav Azhnyuk 

Age: 28

Education: Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, 
Y Combinator

Profession: Entrepreneur and mathematician; co-
founder and CEO at Petcube

Did you know? Azhnyuk likes to dance swing, 
and visits swing dancing venues in every city he 
can.

Yaroslav Azhnyuk
Petcube CEO wants 
to inspire Ukrainian 
entrepreneurs to 
think globally, work 
hard, be role models
By Denys Krasnikov
krasnikov@kyivpost.com

Yaroslav Azhnyuk can’t talk to animals, but he wants to under-
stand them. His aim is to use artifi cial intelligence to help pet 
owners communicate better with their furry friends.

The entrepreneur, however, started with a less ambitious goal in 
2012. That was when Azhnyuk and his partners, Andrey Klen and Alex 
Neskin, founded a startup called Petcube, making a gadget pet owners 
could use to watch and play with their pets remotely.

The Petcube team created a cube with a camera inside, connect-
ed via Wi-Fi to pet owners’ smartphones with an application. They 
also added a laser pointer that could be controlled remotely by users 
sweeping a fi nger across their smartphone display, so owners could 
play with their pets. They then added microphones to allow owners 
to talk to their pets as well as recording functions, so users could save 
some of the moments captured on camera.

“About 12 years ago one could only imagine the Internet of Things, 
which is a big thing nowadays,” Azhnyuk told the Kyiv Post. “It’s funny 
that I have become involved in creating a world that, when I was enter-
ing university, our professors were only dreaming about.”

Since then, Petcube has become more than just a local tech start-
up — it is now a successful company that works in the Internet of 
Things fi eld. It has offi ces in the United States, China and Ukraine, 
with $14 million in funding. It’s been a partner of movie-making gi-
ant Universal Studios and boasts Hollywood star Emma Watson as a 
customer.

The company has produced another gadget that allows users to play 
fetch with their pet and reward the animal with a snack remotely. The 
team is devoting a lot of time to research animal behavior to develop 
new products.

“We’re connecting pets to the internet and studying their behavior. 
We think we’ll be able to give them a voice, to better understand them, 
eventually,” Azhnyuk said.

Despite the achievements, CEO Azhnyuk remains modest. He’s 
still surprised when people from the tech industry say the success of 
Petcube inspires them. Surprised, he said, but also happy.

Azhnyuk says people in the Soviet Union were inspired by bureau-
crats — people at the top who would steal, become wealthy and achieve 
respect in society. “I’d like that to change,” he said. “I want people to 
start seeing new role models. If we can show that three guys from Kyiv, 
by working hard and thinking globally, can create value for hundreds of 
thousands of people around the world — then I’ll be happy.”

In partnership with

Photo by Anastasiia Tarasova, anastarphoto.com Make-up by Kristina Svetlichnaya beauty team
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Name: Mariya Berlinska

Age: 29

Education: Master’s degree in history from the 
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 

Profession: The Head of the Ukrainian Center 
for Aerial Reconnaissance, aviation explorer and 
army volunteer 

Did you know? She says that when Russia's war 
in eastern Ukraine ends, the next day she will buy 
a plane ticket to go and study abroad for a cou-
ple of years. 

Mariya Berlinska
Volunteer helps 
military with drones, 
creating film about 
women in army
By Yuliana Romanyshyn
romanyshyn@kyivpost.com

Mariya Berlinska knows that the army is not just for men. 
When Russia unleashed its war in eastern Ukraine, she 
switched from being a student, a future historian, into an 

army volunteer, a drone pilot and, recently, a movie producer. 
Berlinska heads the Center for Aerial Reconnaissance, where service 

people can learn how to operate unmanned aerial vehicles. She raises 
money and supplies drones to the army. She is also producing a docu-
mentary about women serving in the Donbas. 

In the summer of 2014, after the EuroMaidan Revolution removed 
President Viktor Yanukovych and Russia annexed Crimea, Berlinska 
stopped attending university and packed her bags to go to the war 
front. She was ready to perform any duty. There was a need for pilots 
of unmanned aerial vehicles, so she decided she had to become one. 

She started reading about drones and took a pilot training course. 
Since then, she has been working with army battalions performing air-
borne reconnaissance. 

Soon, Berlinska was ready to teach others, so she founded a school 
based at her alma mater, Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, to provide soldiers 
with training in drone piloting.

In this fourth year of war, many volunteers have returned to civilian 
life due to the slow pace of fi ghting and exhaustion, but not Berlinska. 
She is still collecting money, buying drones and taking them to the 
east regularly. Her father also serves there.

“To put it simply: drones are eyes in a war, the ability to see,” she 
said. 

Drones can be used to determine the direction of shelling, and pro-
vide warning of attacks to soldiers so that they can seek shelter. They 
help the military fi ght by using technology, instead of risking lives. But 
today the army is still short of even the simplest drones.

Berlinska has almost exhausted her emotional resources after three 
years. Like many, she was waiting for the state to step into the roles 
that the volunteers had been playing. But it didn’t happen.

“Ukraine is a country for people with very strong nerves,” she said. 
“Now the course of the war is being determined not in the trenches, 
but in offi ces, by men in expensive suits.”

Berlinska’s next project is the movie “Invisible Battalion,” a docu-
mentary that she is producing about women in the military. It’s the 
fi rst time, Berlinska said,  that women have told their stories. After 
showing the fi lm on a Ukrainian TV channel, Berlinska plans to submit 
it for screening at international festivals. “I want to remind the world 
with this movie that we have an ongoing war,” she said.

In partnership with
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Name: Solomiia Bobrovska

Age: 27

Education: Degree in philosophy from Lviv State 
University of Ivan Franko

Profession: Human rights activist, ex-public 
offi cial

Did you know? At 26, she was the youngest act-
ing governor in Ukraine’s history.

Solomiia Bobrovska
Ukraine’s youngest 
acting governor out 
of office, but remains 
committed to service
By Olga Rudenko
rudenko@kyivpost.com

When Mikheil Saakashvili quit as governor of Odesa Oblast 
in November 2016, the job went to his deputy, 26-year-old 
Solomiia Bobrovska.

The former EuroMaidan Revolution activist instantly became fa-
mous as the youngest acting governor in Ukraine’s history. The media 
dubbed her “the young blonde,” insinuating that she had no qualifi ca-
tions for the job.

Bobrovska was questioning herself, too. She hadn’t wanted the job, 
and was taken by surprise when she got it. “I wasn’t sure I could do it 
at fi rst,” she recalls.

Odesa, the Black Sea port city of 1 million people nearly 500 kilome-
ters south of Kyiv, wasn’t Bobrovska’s home. She grew up in western 
Ukraine's Rivne and studied philosophy in Lviv. After that, she moved 
to Kyiv to work in the Institute of Political Education, a non-govern-
mental organization.

The EuroMaidan Revolution that drove President Viktor Yanukovych 
from power in 2014 was a watershed for Bobrovska. She got involved in 
EuroMaidan SOS, a group of activists. Through her activism, she met 
another activist, Yulia Marushevska. Two years later, Marushevska in-
vited Bobrovska to join Saakashvili’s team.

After the revolution, Bobrovska served as an assistant to Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleksandr Sych. She worked on a campaign for Ukraine 
to join the Rome Statute, a treaty that created an International 
Criminal Court. Ukraine has yet to join.

And then came the offer to join Saakashvili, who became Odesa 
Oblast governor in May 2015. Bobrovska was disappointed with the 
lack of change in post-revolution Ukraine. She thought that Saakashvili 
could make a difference, but after 18 months, he resigned. She felt a 
duty to stay on and oversee plans for next year's budget. She gritted her 
teeth and stayed on for two more months, quitting in January.

Her term ended with sparks. In late December, city authorities in-
stalled a turnstile at the entrance to the oblast administration. 
Limiting access was against her values. Offi cially, she was powerless: 
the building wasn’t under the governor’s authority. So she called local 
activists, who took the turnstile down with a circular saw.

After Odesa, she went back to the volunteer sector. In September, 
Bobrovska co-founded a non-governmental organization in Kyiv — the 
Center for Political and Legal Studies. She wants to focus on electoral 
studies and women’s rights.

“My ultimate goal is to do good for my country,” she says. “If a pub-
lic offi ce or political career becomes the best tool for that, I’ll go for it.”

In partnership with
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Name: Nataliya Boyko

Age: 28

Education: European law: Ivan Franko National 
University of Lviv, Humboldt University of Berlin.

Profession: Deputy Minister of Energy and Coal 
Industry of Ukraine

Did you know?  Before entering universi-
ty, Boyko was one of Ukraine’s top junior karate 
competitors, winning the European Championship 
in 2011.

Nataliya Boyko
Activist gives up 
career in Germany 
to develop energy 
sector in Ukraine

By Mariya Kapinos
kapinos@kyivpost.com

Nataliya Boyko has risen to the top quickly. In January, the 
28-year-old was appointed deputy energy and coal industry 
minister. She had already worked for the National Reforms 

Council as a support manager and as an adviser at the Presidential 
Administration.

Boyko started her university studies early also, in 2006, at the age of 
17. For the next fi ve years, until 2011, she studied European law at Ivan 
Franko National University in Lviv. She had one advantage that later 
shaped her future: She spoke both German and English. Three years 
into her studies at university, she won an internship in Austria — while 
there, she met a professor who worked on ecology end energy law.

The professor made a huge impression on Boyko. “I came back home 
knowing that what I wanted to do in the future was energy law,” she 
told the Kyiv Post.

After graduating in Ukraine, she won an Erasmus internship and 
went to study at Humboldt University of Berlin. To have enough mon-
ey to buy textbooks in Germany, she had to combine her study at uni-
versity with working as a night manager at a hotel.

After she graduated, she received an offer to work at consulting compa-
ny ERM (Environmental Resources Management) in Frankfurt am Main, 
which she gladly accepted. A couple of years later, in 2013, she was invit-
ed to work in the Kyiv offi ce of oil and gas company Royal Dutch Shell.

“I came to Kyiv on the third day of the EuroMaidan Revolution for 
a job interview,” she said. She got the job and moved back to Ukraine.

“I didn’t understand the rules Ukraine lives by,” Boyko said. “I only 
knew how to live according to straightforward German ways.”

The revolution in Ukraine, which drove President Viktor Yanukovych 
from power, changed Boyko’s outlook. “I understood that the country 
was fi ghting for something important.”

She would work at Shell by day, and join protesters by night.
When her contract with Shell ended, she had to return to Germany, 

but she still desperately wanted to be in Ukraine. “For that I was ready 
to give up the stability I had in Germany,” she said.

She gave up her contract in Germany and started to send out 
CVs to Ukrainian companies. For a while, she had no success. But in 
December 2014 she sent her resume to deputy head of the Presidential 
Administration, Dmytro Shymkiv, and was invited to work at the 
Presidential Administration, fi rst as a support manager for the 
National Reforms Council, and then as an adviser.

Within two years, she was appointed deputy energy and coal indus-
try minister.

In partnership with
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Name: Pavlo Budayevsky

Age: 28

Education: Lviv Polytechnic National University

Profession: Armed Forces of Ukraine soldier

Did you know? Budayevsky became an expert 
swimmer while still at school. He then gave up 
the sport to become a soldier. He is now success-
fully combining his army profession and his hob-
by of swimming. He is a winner of Ukraine’s Order 
of Merit.

Pavlo Budayevsky
Ilovaisk hero brings 
glory to Ukraine on 
battlefield and in 
sports competitions
By Denys Krasnikov
krasnikov@kyivpost.com

Pavlo Budayevsky, 28, is an athlete and a soldier. And as both, he 
has been fi ghting for victory for Ukraine.

Budayevsky’s parents believe swimming helped give their son 
the strength and stamina to survive the Battle of Ilovaisk, in which 
hundreds died. Meanwhile, his army service has given him the disci-
pline and persistence to train hard in the pool, which helped him win 
four gold medals for Ukraine at the Invictus Games — the internation-
al Paralympic-style competition for wounded soldiers.

Budayevsky started swimming while still in kindergarten. Despite 
reaching a high level by the end of high school, he and his family de-
cided that he wasn't good enough to make a career out of it.

Instead, Budayevsky went to the military department of Lviv 
Polytechnic National University to become a soldier. So when in 2014 
Russia started the war in Ukraine, Pavlo was sent to the front.

Fighting for the city of Ilovaisk, Budayevsky and his fellow soldiers 
were encircled by Russian-backed forces and besieged for many days.

The Ukrainian government made an agreement with the Russian-
led forces to allow Ukrainian forces to retreat. But they were betrayed 
by the Russians, and Ukrainian soldiers were ambushed while trying 
to escape.

The offi cial death toll was 366 soldiers, but an investigation by a 
parliament committee estimates the casualties were three times high-
er. Meanwhile, 429 soldiers were wounded, and Budayevsky was one of 
them — a bullet hit his shoulder.

Budayevsky had to undergo a diffi cult recuperation. This is where 
his passion for swimming helped, keeping him in a pool even after his 
recovery and return to army duties.

Meanwhile, in 2017, a Ukrainian team took part for the fi rst time in 
the Invictus Games, a sports event that hosted more than 550 wound-
ed soldiers from up to two dozen countries.

Budayevsky was part of Ukraine’s main team of 15 veterans and 13 
reserves, who traveled to Toronto, Canada. He did far better than any-
one had expected. The Ukrainian team won 14 medals, including eight 
golds. Budayevsky won half of the country’s gold medals, competing in 
four swimming events.

“I showed very good results during the training session before the 
competition, but I wasn’t sure I would win until the very last minute, 
and I still can’t believe it’s all real,” he told the Kyiv Post

He got an award for improving Ukraine’s international image. But 
while Budayevsky has now won fame as a sportsman, his army duties 
call him back to war, to again risk his life defending Ukraine.

In partnership with
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Name: Bohdan Chaban

Age: 24

Education: Donetsk Polytechnic College (second-
ary technical education)

Profession: War veteran, entrepreneur

Did you know? Chaban founded his fi rst busi-
ness, an advertising agency in Donetsk, when he 
was 17 years old. 

By Veronika Melkozerova
melkozerova@kyivpost.com

Bohdan Chaban, 24, was born in Donetsk, the eastern Ukraine 
provincial capital under the control of Russian-led forces since 
2014. Now Chaban splits his time between Kyiv and Mariupol, 

the Azov Sea port city in Donetsk Oblast.
He plans to enter university next year, most likely the Ukrainian 

Catholic University in Lviv. 
After the EuroMaidan Revolution that drove President Viktor 

Yanukovych from power on Feb. 22, 2014, triggering the start of 
Russia’s war against Ukraine, Chaban lost his second business -- the 
successful hipster café Izba in Donetsk. He was forced to leave because 
he supported the Ukrainian government. 

Chaban is one of the founders of “Donetsk is Ukraine,” a patriot-
ic movement that organized pro-government demonstrations in 
Donetsk, even after Russian-led forces seized the city of 1 million peo-
ple located 750 kilometers southeast of Kyiv.

He fought against Kremlin-backed forces fi rst in the streets of occu-
pied Donetsk, and then, after leaving Donetsk, in the war-affected areas 
of Donetsk Oblast: He was a volunteer fi ghter of the Shakhtarsk Battalion 
and took part in several big battles, including in Pisky and Ilovaisk. 

“We guys from Donetsk are dubbed the fi ercest fi ghters in the 
Ukrainian army… People who have lost their homes have a stronger 
motivation,” Chaban said.

In 2015, Chaban was arrested by Ukrainian police and sentenced 
to prison on charges of illegally possessing weapons. He spent two 
months in a prison cell with three separatists before being released 
under the supervision of 11 Ukrainian lawmakers.

Soon after his release, Chaban won a Hr 200,000 small business 
grant from the United Nations and reopened his Izba café in Mariupol.  

Then in January, together with another war veteran Leonid Ostaltsev, 
the founder of Veterano Pizzeria in Kyiv, he opened Veterano Bar. 

Since then, both have been helping other veterans by providing 
them jobs and helping them start their own business in the Veterano 
Family Chain, which now includes three pizzerias, a bakery and 11 cof-
fee shops all over Ukraine.

“We want to show Ukrainians that Donbas war veterans are good 
guys. They’ve returned from the war even more skillful, beautiful and 
stronger than they were before,” Chaban told the Kyiv Post.

“And we want to show other veterans that they can do it – start a busi-
ness and gain success. All they need is to have an idea, a smart business 
plan, and patience.  Sooner or later an investor will believe in them.”

In partnership with

Bohdan Chaban
Donbas war veteran 
decides to go into 
business and help 
his fellow soldiers 
adjust to civilian life
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Name: Maksym Chernysh

Age: 26

Education: Odesa Military Academy

Profession: Reconnaissance company 
commander

Did you know? Of all of his fellow military acad-
emy mates, Chernysh was the only one to be 
put in command of a large combat unit de-
ployed in the Donbas war zone immediately after 
graduation.

Maksym Chernysh
Only 26, he is now a 
commander of older 
men, 'a true warrior'  
with a bright future

By Illia Ponomarenko
ponomarenko@kyivpost.com

The burden of repelling Russia’s invasion of the Donbas in east-
ern Ukraine has largely fallen upon young people who were 
born and grew up after Ukraine became independent in 1991. 

Many of those young men and women in khaki have distinguished 
themselves in battle, and will become the next generation of the coun-
try’s military elite, in many cases even before turning 25.

Maksym Chernysh decided to launch his career in the military in 
2011 at the age of 19, just after he earned his diploma as a stock man-
ager in his native Khmelnytskyi. Without much hesitation, he signed a 
contract to serve in the reconnaissance unit of the 8th Special Forces 
Regiment.

Living among the ranks of the elite unit was to his liking: Chernysh 
proved to be a good soldier, and was later sent for further training at 
the Odesa Military Academy. In the spring of 2016, as a lieutenant, he 
was given command of a reconnaissance company belonging to the fa-
mous 46th “Donbas-Ukraine” Special Forces Battalion, deployed in the 
war zone — an honored yet challenging task for a very young offi cer.

As commander, Maksym had to lead old war campaigners in their 
30s and even 40s.

“The fi rst six months were very hard for me,” he told the Kyiv Post. 
“At war, respect and authority are gained with strength and the mind, 
both in battle and in everyday routine.”

Against the odds, Lieutenant Chernysh has gradually become a true 
leader of his company of rangers, who form a close-knit and combat-
effective unit. And for taking part in the defense of the front-line city 
of Maryinka, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko awarded him the 
Order For Courage, Third Class, in February. Sixteen other soldiers 
from his company also got awards for defending Maryinka.

Today, Chernysh is continuing to serve at the front.
The commander of the Donbas-Ukraine Battalion, Vyacheslav 

Vlasenko, describes Chernysh as “an excellent offi cer.”
“He came to us as a young boy, with no combat record at all. However, 

over the past two years he has grown into a true warrior, and a wise and 
respected commander who cares about his soldiers,” Vlasenko told the 
Kyiv Post.

“What I appreciate about him is that he knows that apart from 
army regulations, there are human relations among brothers-in-arms 
as well. The future of Ukraine belongs to upstanding young boys like 
him.”

In partnership with

Photo by Anastasiia Tarasova, anastarphoto.com Make-up by Kristina Svetlichnaya beauty team



44 December 5, 2017     TOP 30 UNDER 30

Name: Vitaliy Diatlenko

Age: 29

Education: National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy

Profession: Entrepreneur and mathematician; 
founder and CTO at Uklon

Did you know? Diatlenko could have become a 
professional soccer player. He went to a sports 
school and then played for his university team as 
a midfi elder and striker.

Vitaliy Diatlenko
Tech entrepreneur 
who started Uklon 
decides to stay and 
help build Ukraine
By Denys Krasnikov
krasnikov@kyivpost.com

Ordering a taxi online in Ukraine is as easy as anywhere else in 
the world. There are already several smartphone applications 
and internet-based services available. But just seven years ago, 

it wasn’t so easy.
That’s when Vitaliy Diatlenko, at the age of 22, came up with his 

idea to connect taxi drivers and customers through the internet. The 
resulting service, Diatlenko’s Uklon, recorded its fi rst successful ride 
when U.S. taxi service startup Uber was still operating in trial mode.

And even now, though not really competing with the rich and fa-
mous Uber outside Ukraine, Uklon remains dominant inside the coun-
try — using only its own capital.

The Ukrainian taxi market is a tough place to operate. It is plagued 
by dumping, groundlessly low prices and lax regulation, according to 
Diatlenko. Conversely, this is exactly what’s needed for innovative 
breakthroughs, he says,

“It’s a bit chaotic, but this is a good thing for innovations,” Diatlenko 
told the Kyiv Post, adding that such market conditions give players a 
lot of freedom.

The Ukrainian internet-based taxi service market is concentrated on 
Kyiv in terms of client numbers, but Uklon is doing its best to launch 
in as many of Ukraine’s cities as possible.

Unlike U. S. Uber or Russian Yandex.Taxi, Uklon has not attracted a lot 
of investment, which means that it has been slower to spread to new cities.

Overall, Uklon today operates in 10 Ukrainian cities and the Georgian 
capital of Tbilisi. But unlike its larger competitors, the company claims 
it’s earning money, not losing it.

Diatlenko says he has always believed in the power of the internet 
and in people with determination. He’s sure his Uklon will continue to 
be a success.

But nothing would have worked out if he hadn’t fully dedicated him-
self to the project, and hadn’t had a team that did so as well, he said.

“I’m lucky to have such a team. They have a spark in their eyes,” 
Diatlenko told the Kyiv Post.

Diatlenko says he’s tempted to work abroad, because of the current eco-
nomic and political instability in Ukraine. But he says he will stay, because 
he believes Ukraine can achieve a lot — if it relies on its young talents.

“When I look at Ukraine’s place in various rankings, it makes me sad. 
But I’m still confi dent — everything is in our hands,” Diatlenko said.

“I do what I can. But I only work in one sphere. There are actually so 
many talented people in other Ukrainian industries — they just need 
to be given freedom and the chance to do what they can do best. Then 
we — all Ukrainians — will live a better life.”

In partnership with
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Name: Rimma El Joueidi

Age: 27

Education: National Technical University of 
Ukraine Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, 
Institute of applied system analysis

Profession: CEO and co-founder of Teach for 
Ukraine

Did you know? Rimma El Joueidi runs and has 
done a marathon in Munich, Germany.

Rimma El Joueidi
Teach for Ukraine 
CEO wants students 
to have opportunities 
for equal education
By Daryna Kuzmenko

It’s been almost a year since Rimma El Joueidi co-founded Teach for 
Ukraine, part of an international program that trains young profes-
sionals and graduates to become teachers.

The program, launched in February, selects and hires motivated 
young people with excellent knowledge of any school subject. After six 
weeks of training, they spend at least two years in a rural school in ei-
ther Kyiv, Lviv or Kharkiv oblasts, teaching kids from the 5th to 11th 
grades.

The idea of Teach for Ukraine is to give all children from all parts of 
the country an education of the same quality, according to El Joueidi.

“I want to be someone useful and do something important for the 
future generations. If you don’t take care of yourself and your country, 
then the neighbor’s grass may really seem greener,” she says.

El Joueidi had an educational experience different from the typical 
Ukrainian one. She enrolled in the Future Leaders Exchange Program, 
or FLEX, in which foreign studies study for a year at an American high 
school. She always looked for opportunities. She joined the Canada-
Ukraine Parliamentary Program. For several months, she worked in 
an MP’s offi ce in the Canadian Parliament. As a fourth-year student, 
El Joueidi took up management consulting, advising leading private 
companies and state institutions on strategic development and man-
aging effi cient operations. 

She then focused on working in the public sector, communicating 
with ministries, municipal corporations in Ukraine and advising them 
on strategic development.

“At that time I got to know about Teach for All, a network that de-
velops collective leadership in classrooms and communities around 
the world. A friend of mine suggested starting it up in Ukraine, and I 
agreed,” El Joueidi said. For more than a year, she and her team have 
worked to adapt the international model to Ukraine. 

Soon after its launch, Teach for Ukraine received more than 300 ap-
plications from potential participants and over 130 applications from 
schools that wanted to invite teachers from the program. The approved 
candidates have been working in Ukrainian schools since September. 

El Joueidi strongly believes that humans could solve many more 
problems simply by investing in education. When children from villag-
es or poor families do not have a variety of opportunities, it affects not 
only the child’s future, but the future of the whole country.In partnership with
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Name: Illia Filipov

Age: 25

Education: Taras Shevchenko National University 
of Kyiv, radio physics

Profession: Founder of EdEra online education 
platform

Did you know? The last stage of a job interview 
with Filipov is often held in a bar.

Illia Filipov
Founder of online 
education platform 
is bridge between 
teachers, students

By Anna Yakutenko
yakutenko@kyivpost.com

Illia Filipov, 25, is the founder and CEO of online education studio 
EdEra, which makes online courses, interactive books and materi-
als for students, adults and businesses.

Three-and-a-half years ago, when Filipov started creating his fi rst 
online course about mechanics, he didn’t expect it would become his 
full-time job. Instead, Filipov, who then studied at the radio physics 
faculty of Taras Shevchenko National University, planned to earn a 
Ph.D. in the United States.

While preparing for tests to enter university, Filipov teamed up with 
his business partner, Artem Ilchuk, and colleagues from university to 
create a course and a textbook about physics that would be interesting 
and easy to understand.

“We were really upset when we saw those courses (from universities 
abroad) that there were no such courses in Ukraine,” he recalled. “We 
wanted to create a cool course by combining the methodologies of dif-
ferent physics schools — ones abroad and in Ukraine.”

Filipov said that online courses from post-Soviet countries had the 
same problem as their offl ine education: They were overloaded with 
facts and weren’t designed to spark students’ interest. “Plus, we were 
annoyed about design of our textbooks, with their bad layout and 
clumsy pictures,” Filipov said.

Filipov and his colleagues took online courses on teaching and web 
design. They shot video with minimal equipment, but spent a lot of 
time making it look professional. After completing their fi rst course, 
Filipov and his team decided to go forward.

“Surprisingly, we weren’t worried about earnings, we just liked our 
product and enjoyed the process,” Filipov said.

In 2015, Filipov and his business partner Ilchuk became consultants 
in the development of distance-learning courses at the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, where they created a course on 
the convention on human rights for judges. Meanwhile, the team start-
ed making commercial courses for companies.

“We’re not a production studio. We consider ourselves co-authors of 
our courses… We’re a sort of bridge that helps to deliver the best things 
that a course lecturer can teach to students,” Filipov said.

Filipov is now overseeing more than 20 projects EdEra is developing.
One of the most popular ones, “Life hacks of the Ukrainian 

Language,” has been certifi ed by Ukrainian Education Ministry. The 
ministry and EdEra are also working together on a course for primary 
school teachers who need to upgrade their qualifi cations.

“We’re interested in solving real challenges in education, Filipov 
said. "We’re not just making courses for the sake of making courses.”

In partnership with
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Name: Margo Gontar

Age: 29

Education: Journalism at National University of 
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy

Profession: Co-founder of StopFake.org

Did you know? She is a singer and a songwriter 
for a synth-pop band Anakard. 

Margo Gontar
Face of StopFake is 
a pioneer journalist 
in combating false 
news, propaganda
By Bermet Talant
bermet@kyivpost.com

The 2016 U.S. presidential election and the U.K. Brexit referen-
dum brought the phrases “post-truth’” and “fake news” into the 
global vocabulary. But while the West has only just declared war 

against propaganda and lies, Ukrainian journalists have been fi ghting 
on the front lines against falsehood before much of the world realized 
the dangers of disinformation.

When Russia invaded eastern Ukraine and illegally annexed 
Crimea in 2014, instructors and students of the Kyiv Mohyla Academy 
Journalism School launched a project to track and debunk false news 
about Ukraine and the 2014 EuroMaidan Revolution. Much of the non-
sense emanated from Russia.

Since then, StopFake.org has grown into a fact-checking platform in 
11 languages and acquired a huge body of knowledge about Kremlin 
propaganda that other nations can learn from.

On Nov. 3, the StopFake co-founder, editor and host, Margo Gontar, 
received a prestigious award at the National Democratic Institute 2017 
Disinformation vs. Democracy Dinner in Washington, D. C.

Every month Gontar and her team spend hundreds of hours reading 
and watching news in Russian and foreign media outlets. Not only do 
they track, translate and debunk fake news, but they also study the ef-
fects of propaganda and teach others how to identify hoaxes.

As StopFake.org has been growing, the disinformation machine has 
evolved too, Gontar says. “In the beginning there were simple stories 
that we could easily debunk with one click. Now we deal more with ma-
nipulative stories and questionable experts and witnesses. Fake news 
has become more complex, with more elements,” she says.

Today, StopFake.org deals with anti-Ukrainian falsehood coming 
not only from Russia, but from foreign media too, such as when the 
British newspaper The Independent ranked Kyiv as the most danger-
ous city in the world, or The New York Times claimed that Ukraine had 
supplied missile engines to North Korea.

With more countries confronting the same issue, StopFake’s ex-
pertise has become invaluable. “The attitude to us has signifi cant-
ly changed. Before we were interesting because of the situation in 
Ukraine. Now we are interesting because we have experience in a mat-
ter that many can relate to,” Gontar said.

Besides this project, Gontar two years ago co-launched Dostupno.
ua, which monitors how accessible Kyiv’s public spaces are for people 
with disabilities. 

In partnership with
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Name: Roman Hryshchuk

Age: 28

Education: biomedical engineer, National 
Technical University of Ukraine Igor Sikorsky Kyiv 
Polytechnic Institute

Profession: Founder of Mamahohotala

Did you know? He proposed to his girlfriend at a 
Mamahohotala show on stage, in front of a large 
audience.

Roman Hryshchuk
Comedian gathers 
talented people to 
develop Ukrainian 
comedy, cinema
By Toma Istomina
istomina@kyivpost.com

After graduating from a middle school in Kyiv, Roman Hryshchuk 
entered the Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, mainly 
for one reason — the university at the time had one of the best 

KVN (humor club competition) teams in the city.
“I liked to be on the stage,” Hryshchuk said.
In his student years, he put together and headed the new universi-

ty team. The KPI team performed in the Supreme Ukrainian League on 
national television. They also launched a YouTube channel and posted 
funny videos and sketches, some of which went viral.

After graduation, Hryshchuk says the team realized they want-
ed to keep working together, so they created Mamahohotala (moth-
er laughed) studio in 2013 and put on their fi rst comedy show in Kyiv. 
The same year the studio started collaborating with the NLO TV chan-
nel, which now broadcasts their shows.

Apart from putting on comedy shows, the studio writes original 
scripts and shoots series and fi lms.

Their two-season series “How the Style Was Forged,” about 
Ukrainian rapper Yarmak, won great popularity among youth. The in-
ternet series “New Police” gained a lot of attention for its perfect tim-
ing — the fi rst episode was posted in July 2015, right after police reform 
started in Ukraine and was the talk of the country.

In 2017, Mamahohotala premiered their fi rst feature fi lm “Infoholik,” 
which was screened in cinemas all over Ukraine. The movie tells a story 
of a man who got addicted to information and couldn’t live a day with-
out reading the news. The box offi ce revenue hit $192,000.

Today the studio is working on shooting two new movies and one 
series. And every week, Mamahohotala performs their one-and-a-half-
hour comedy show broadcast on NLO TV.

Since its founding, the studio has made three tours around the 
country and entertained Ukrainians in the main cities of every oblast. 
Their YouTube channel has 93,000 subscribers today.

The studio was founded to create Ukrainian comedy and movies, as 
well as to create a platform for turning ideas into real projects. “We 
wanted our group of talented people to be able to realize their ideas,” 
Hryshchuk said.

He says that he loves the comedy industry. When the audience ap-
plauds and laughs, he gets an emotional high. “It’s better than any 
money and gives the most joy in this kind of work.”

And Hryshchuk believes that humor is an important part of every-
one’s life.

“Laughter is one of the best feelings,” he said.

In partnership with
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Name: Liza Smith (Kostyrkina)

Age: 27

Education: Kyiv’s I. K. Karpenko-Kary National 
University of Theater, Cinema and Television

Profession: Theater and fi lm director

Did you know? Smith is inspired by U.S. author 
Ray Bradbury. When she graduated from univer-
sity, she shot a fi lm based on his short story “The 
Visit.” 

Liza Smith (Kostyrkina)
After documentary 
about war in Donbas 
wins major award, 
director will turn to 
other topics in future
By Daryna Kuzmenko 

Liza Smith is a fi lm director whose documentary fi lm “School No. 
3,” co-directed by German theater director Georg Genoux, won 
an award at the 67th Berlinale Film Festival. 

The fi lm tells the story of 13 teenagers growing up in Ukraine’s war-
torn Donbas. 

“It’s a story about life. We didn’t shoot, we lived. We didn’t go for a 
walk to fi lm, we just had a walk. As a result, the teenagers didn’t feel 
like they were characters," she explains. “I didn’t speak for the charac-
ters. I listened to their stories.”

The movie is an extended documentary theater project “My 
Mykolayivka,” staged in a city of 15,000 people in Donetsk Oblast, 
some 640 kilometers from Kyiv. Mykolayivka was severely shelled early 
in July 2014, when the Ukrainian army was storming Russian-led forc-
es who had occupied the city. The city was liberated in a couple of days.

The fi lm received the Grand Prix in the Generation 14+ category at 
the 67th Berlinale Film Festival in March.

Tabor Production, where Smith works and which co-produced the 
movie, decided to invest part of the prize money in Mykolayivka. They 
announced a competition for a Hr 20,000 grant ($800) for local social 
and art projects. Smith says she wanted to give something back to the 
city had given so much to her.

Born in Odesa into a family of entrepreneurs, Smith always had a 
passion for fi lming. She shot funny videos with classmates and even 
teachers, and directed plays, involving her friends in her projects. 

After fi nishing school, she continued studying at a theater lyceum, 
and at the same time studied mathematics at a college. 

But as it was diffi cult to cope with both things, and after a year 
of learning math she took her last exam in analytical geometry, and 
on the same day got on a train, moved to Kyiv, and entered the I. K. 
Karpenko-Kary National University of Theater, Cinema and Television.

Full of ideas, now Smith wants to direct a fi lm to uncover corruption 
in Ukraine’s tax sphere.

Smith believes every director wants audiences to ask themselves 
questions after having watched a movie. Then it feels like the job is re-
warding, that something can change, that somebody cares.

“I actually don’t think that’s important to achieve something by 
the age of 30. It’s important to achieve something when the person is 
ready. It’s like the Mozart complex, as one actor called it.

In partnership with
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Name: Alyona Kryvulyak

Age: 27

Education: National Pedagogical University, 
Social Protection

Profession: Director of the national hot lines de-
partment at the La Strada-Ukraine women's rights 
center

Did you know? She broke up with an abusive 
boyfriend and now helps others do the same.

Alyona Kryvulyak
Activist helps victims 
of domestic violence      
win their freedom
By Bermet Talant
bermet@kyivpost.com

When someone calls Alyona Kryvulyak on her mobile, fi rst 
thing they hear is the upbeat melody of Dan Balan’s song 
“Freedom!” This is a perfect self-introduction by this brave 

Ukrainian woman, who helps victims of domestic violence and human 
traffi cking break free of abusers.

She also spends a lot of time on the phone. Having started at La 
Strada as an intern in 2011, she played a vital role in launching two 
national hotlines that offer free counseling and legal consulting to 
victims of domestic violence, discrimination and human traffi cking. 
Besides managing the hotlines, she serves as a consultant for the chil-
dren’s hotline.

The national children’s hotline received 45,000 calls last year. 
Kryvulyak says her work may be heartbreaking, but it brings a lot of 
satisfaction when she succeeds in helping children and teenagers suf-
fering from domestic abuse.

She still remembers a call from a 15-year-old boy during her shift 
three months ago. “He asked if he could cry. I was taken aback. He told 
me that his father regularly beat him, and his mother threatened to 
place him in a mental hospital,” she recollects. “The boy said: ‘Perhaps 
it would be better if I were dead?’”

Another hotline serves victims of domestic violence, gender dis-
crimination and human traffi cking. Most of the calls come from wom-
en abused by their partners.

And since Russia launched its war in the Donbas in 2014, La Strada 
has faced increasing cases of domestic violence in the families of war 
veterans. The police are not helpful, Kryvulyak says.

“If the wife of a former soldier reports to police that he beats her, 
the policemen scold her: ‘He has been to war. He went through terrible 
things. Can’t you understand what he survived? He is a hero.’”

The hotline has been working 24/7 since 2016. Last year it received 
38,000 calls.

In Ukraine, domestic violence is perceived as a private matter. It is 
hard enough to get victims speak out or seek help, let alone convince 
them to leave abusive partners.

And unfortunately, Ukraine doesn’t have a legal framework. The 
Council of Europe’s so-called Istanbul Convention, designed to coun-
ter the problem, hasn't been ratifi ed by Ukraine's parliament. Backed 
by the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches, lawmakers decided the doc-
ument was against “Christian values” and “Ukrainian identity” for 
talking about sexual orientation and gender-based violations.

So Ukraine has a long way to go. But La Strada won’t give up, 
Kryvulyak says. Outside of work, Kryvulyak loves to travel and spend 
time outdoors to take her mind off the job, since talking to victims on 
a daily basis is still exhausting. 
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Name: Alexandra Kutas

Age: 24

Education: Dnipropetrovsk National University, 
psychology

Profession: Model

Did you know? Kutas is currently working on the 
script of a fi lm about bipolar disorder and wants 
to to draw people’s attention to this problem in 
Ukraine.

Alexandra Kutas
Ukrainian woman 
breaks barriers as 
'first professional 
model in wheelchair'
By Anna Yakutenko
yakutenko@kyivpost.com

Alexandra Kutas, 24, was born paralyzed from the waist down, 
but decided to enter the hyper-competitive industry of mod-
eling. This year she signed her fi rst contract with a modeling 

agency and spent two-and-a-half months in New Delhi, India, having 
photoshoots and taking part in a catwalk show.

Kutas was inspired to go into modeling in 2009 when she fi rst saw 
model Aimee Mullins appear on the catwalk at New York Fashion 
Week. Mullins was born with a medical condition that resulted in both 
of her lower legs being amputated.

Two years later, a photographer approached Kutas in a café and 
asked her to do modeling for a photo shoot.

“I had no idea that it would be a turning point in my life, but I fell in 
love with the process and I started thinking that it could be my career,” 
she said. However, Kutas said that the Ukrainian fashion world wasn’t 
ready to employ a model in a wheelchair.

“After there was an article about me in the Daily Mail, people said 
that it was so cool, and that I would wake up tomorrow and get a call 
from some major brand,” Kutas said. “But I never thought like that, and 
it never happened like that.”

She graduated from Dnipropetrovsk National University with a di-
ploma in psychology, and worked as an English-language tutor before 
concentrating on her modeling career. Kutas wrote to various agencies 
in Ukraine, but was rejected because of her disability.

Now, she says, the situation has started improving as more people 
understand that beauty can be diverse.

Ukrainian fashion photographer Andrey Sarymsakov exhibited 
photos of Kutas in a project called “Break Your Chains” at Ukrainian 
Fashion Week in 2015.

The next year, designer Vozianov devoted his fashion show for his 
fall-winter 2017–18 collection to Kutas and premiered a fashion video 
starring the wheelchair model. This June, Kutas went to New York to 
take part in a gala fashion show for Runway of Dreams. The show was 
held in association with Tommy Hilfi ger brand.

“It’s funny in a way that after every victory you need to work as hard 
as before, just on a larger scale,” Kutas said.

In New York, Kutas also had a photoshoot for Vogue Ukraine mag-
azine. This year Kutas also went to New Delhi for the city’s Fashion 
Week. “I’m happy that with my work, and the work of my agency, we 
could make a change,” Kutas said. “After I took the part in the fashion 
show, Indian media outlets called me ‘world’s fi rst professional mod-
el in a wheelchair.’”

In partnership with
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Name: Darya Leshchenko

Age: 28

Education: Zaporizhzhya National University 

Profession: CEO of SupportYourApp

Did you know? Leshchenko was selected to help 
represent Ukraine on a trade mission to Canada.

Darya Leshchenko
Entrepreneur aims 
to create global tech 
empire after success 
with SupportYourApp
By Josh Kovensky
kovensky@kyivpost.com

Darya Leshchenko has come a long way from her hometown of 
Zvenyhorodka.

In that Cherkasy oblast city of 18,000, 156 kilometers south 
of Kyiv, Leshchenko grew up motivated to succeed. That led her to 
graduate with an advanced business degree at 22, and to the top spot 
in multinational tech company at the age of 28.

In Leshchenko’s own words, what motivates her above all is “see-
ing results.”

Since moving to Kyiv in 2006, Leshchenko has become the CEO of 
SupportYourApp, a multinational company that provides outsourced 
customer service support for tech companies.

But along the way — rising to the position of CEO before age 30 — 
Leshchenko has not forgotten about Ukraine.

“In Ukraine we’re very hard-working,” she told the Kyiv Post. “Our 
benefi ts are our smart people and our mentality.”

Leshchenko started out in Kyiv as a customer service representa-
tive, working in tech. She then set out, with a group of other people, to 
found a separate company for outsourced startup customer support.

The project “took off,” in Leshchenko’s words, after a trip to Boston.
“I did some networking there and lived there for a couple of months, 

which let us launch the company on producthunt,” Leshchenko ex-
plained, referring to a platform that allows tech companies to mar-
ket their products.

Since then, Leshchenko recalled, the company has grown to attract 
clients in 22 countries around the world.

To get to that point, Leshchenko had already marked herself out as 
a quick learner. At age 22, she was the youngest in her class at Kyiv’s 
International Institute of Management, a business school where she 
received a PMD in marketing. She'd like to get a master's in business 
administration from a university in Europe.

She said that one challenge in managing the company was the hu-
man element.

“We have new clients every month, so when we have new clients we 
need new employees,” she said, adding that fi nding the right talent 
can be diffi cult. Out of every 100 job candidates, SupportYourApp only 
hires 10, Leshchenko said.

But at the end of the day, it’s all for Leshchenko and the company 
to succeed.

“I’m motivated when I’m growing, when I see my successes and am 
helping my core team and my employees to make their dreams come 
true,” she said.

In partnership with

Photo by Anastasiia Tarasova, anastarphoto.com Make-up by Kristina Svetlichnaya beauty team



53TOP 30 UNDER 30     December 5, 2017

Name: Iryna Lytovchenko

Age: 28

Education: Bachelor’s degree in economics from 
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, mas-
ter’s degree in international information at Institute 
of International Relations Taras Shevchenko National 
University of Kyiv, MBA from MIM Kyiv Business School

Profession: Co-founder of Tabletochki, adviser to 
acting head of Ukraine’s Health Ministry

Did you know? Iryna Lytovchenko, who start-
ed swimming only about a year ago, swam across 
the Bosphorus Strait in July.

Iryna Lytovchenko
Tabletochki pioneer 
wants to improve 
health care, make 
giving even easier
By Alyona Zhuk
zhuk@kyivpost.com

Iryna Lytovchenko, the co-founder of Tabletochki, a Ukrainian char-
ity fund that helps children with leukemia, says that her team has 
brought the culture of “convenient charity” to Ukraine.

The charity’s website features one-click options for donating, and 
the organization teams up with businesses to run promotions in which 
part of a payment for goods or services goes to Tabletochki.

“We’ve managed to avoid piling on the agony … (and) appealing 
to conscience,” Lytovchenko explains. “We’ve made charity non-tox-
ic, convenient — we’ve made it possible for people to be able to help 
wherever they go.”

Tabletochki was launched in 2011 as a volunteers’ initiative and of-
fi cially became a fund in 2013. Since then, the charity has raised more 
than $3.3 million, according to the fund’s latest report.

“People have started becoming used to charity,” Lytovchenko said. 
“Now students organize charity concerts, kids don’t buy fl owers for 
their teachers but give the money to charity instead, people take part 
in charity runs. It’s normal to help, it’s healthy.”

The motto of Tabletochki is: “It’s easy to help,” so Lytovchenko and 
her team give people options to do so without changing their lifestyles.

“You can help even sitting in your chair, you can live your life and 
increase the amount of goodness,” she said. “You can send money in 
one click, you can order your favorite meal, and help, you can buy some 
goods you need, and help.”

Tabletochki is “one of the fi rst funds in Ukraine that managed to 
grow from a volunteers’ initiative into a whole organization, without 
the help of patrons, and one that really impacts the treatment of pa-
tients with cancer,” she said.

Lytovchenko, a member of AIESEC, an international youth organi-
zation, has been a volunteer since 18, and lived in Kenya and India 
for three months, teaching English. Later, working in PR, she met 
Tabletochki’s founder, Olya Kudinenko, in 2012, and joined her. After 
three years, Lytovchenko became a staff member of the fund.

Having been an adviser to acting Health Minister Ulana Suprun for 
a half of a year, Lytovchenko is leaving Tabletochki’s team to take a 
job in Ukraine’s Health Ministry. She will be coordinating donor assis-
tance, and says Ukraine’s health system needs lots of work.

"There are people who have corrupt interests, but most people have 
never been told how else they can work,” Lytovchenko says. “The min-
istry’s team teaches civil servants to work differently. They teach doc-
tors to change their attitude to how they treat patients, that a patient 
has a right to choose, to ask questions.”

In partnership with
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Name: Bogdan Logvynenko

Age: 29

Education: National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy, Kyiv National Karpenko-Kary Theater, 
Cinema and Television University

Profession: Journalist, writer, traveler, activ-
ist, music promoter, anchorman, Ukraїner travel 
show creator

Did you know? Logvynenko had been to more 
than 50 countries.

Bogdan Logvynenko
Restless writer aims  
to unite Ukrainians 
with a travel show 
promoting diversity
By Veronika Melkozerova
melkozerova@kyivpost.com

Bogdan Logvynenko, born in Kyiv, gets restless when he stays 
in one spot for long. A multitasker who has never experienced 
the drudgery of an offi ce worker’s routine, he hasn’t graduated 

from either of the universities he has studied in.
Now 29, he has already written three novels, which have been pub-

lished in Ukraine and abroad. He has also organized cultural festivals 
to promote Ukrainian musicians all around the world.

Logvynenko has worked as a journalist and editor for several 
Ukrainian media and traveled across Europe, the Baltic Sea coast and 
Siberia, visiting more than 50 countries, mostly as a hitchhiker.

He studied Polish when he moved to Poland after 2010, and 
Indonesian after he moved to Malaysia in 2013 and worked as a tour 
guide across Malaysia, Singapore  and Indonesia for six months.

As an activist, he has investigated corruption in consulates of 
Ukraine as part of the “No visa to Ukraine” project.

Asked how many jobs he has done, Logvynenko jokes: “None 
properly!”

“I haven’t stayed in Kyiv for more than two weeks for several years 
already,” Logvynenko said. The traveler-writer said he has no free time 
for his personal life due to his activities.

However, in June 2016, Logvynenko managed to combine all his in-
terests in one activity — the travel show “Ukraїner.” With his friends, 
he started an 18-month expedition across Ukraine, making videos 
about the countryand its people.

“We even continue to promote Ukrainian music by using Ukrainian 
musicians’ songs as soundtracks to our videos,” Logvynenko said.

Logvynenko and his friends fi nanced their fi rst trip on their own. 
Several months after the fi rst episode of “Ukraїner,” about the hidden 
gems of Zakarpattya, was published on YouTube, the show found sev-
eral sponsors, who have been fi nancing the team’s trips across Ukraine.

“Ukraїner” is a show with a mission — to show Ukraine’s positive 
side, its people and how Ukrainians see their country.

“After seeing our shows a lot of people from different regions start-
ed to cooperate with each other. People from Azov Region discovered 
more about inhabitants of Zakarpattya and vice versa,” Logvynenko 
said. The writer said the “Ukraїner” team wants to unite Ukraine.

“We fi lmed stories that unite us. We fi lmed national minorities, 
we tried to show how extremely different we all are, but still united,” 
Logvynenko said. The “Ukraїner” creator said that the team aims to 
show that Ukraine’s diversity is a great asset and not a means to divide 
the nation — as some politicians appear to think.

In partnership with
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Name: Oleksandr Maksymenko

Age: 29

Education: Military Academy in Odesa

Profession: reconnaissance offi cer

Did you know? He was awarded the Bohdan 
Khmelnytsky medal “For Personal Courage” for 
carrying out a successful reconnaissance mission 
in Donetsk Oblast in 2015.

Oleksandr 
Maksymenko
Reconnaissance 
officer risks life to 
end war; ‘my duty, 
my job to be there’
By Olena Goncharova
goncharova@kyivpost.com

Since early childhood, Oleksandr Maksymenko had dreamed of a 
career in the military. His favorite movies were about soldiers, in 
particular the 1971 movie “Offi cers,” a Soviet drama that tells the 

story of two friends and army offi cers who fall in love with the same 
woman, but retain their friendship and sense of duty.

“They always had that right patriotic mood,” Maksymenko says of 
the characters in the fi lm. He fulfi lled his childhood ambition: First, 
he persuaded his father that he wanted to become a soldier, and then 
he moved to Odesa so that he could study at what then was called the 
Odesa Institute of Ground Forces (Odesa Military Academy).

Maksymenko served with the 25th brigade before being assigned to 
the Intelligence Center of Ukraine’s Armed Forces in 2013.

The Russian-instigated war in the eastern Ukraine was the next 
challenge for the young soldier.

Maksymenko fi rst went to eastern Ukraine in 2014, when a Russian 
special forces group seized the police station and district Security 
Service of Ukraine headquarters in Sloviansk, a Donetsk Oblast city of 
125,000 people.

He recalls having mixed feelings then, as no one understood what 
exactly was going on.

“I remember it was really different to what we saw later in Ilovaisk 
or Mariupol,” Maksymenko said. “Before that we hadn’t experienced a 
real war raging on our own territory.”

Back in 2014, years of neglect of the army’s personnel, weapons, 
healthcare, training, and equipment exacted a painful and very real 
cost, Maksymenko said. Since then, army conditions have improved 
slightly, but there’s more to be done. He says he hopes soldiers will be 
better rewarded for accomplishing their missions and can count on so-
cial and health care during their service.

Maksymenko has spent months on the frontlines risking his life to 
“bring the war to its end.”

“We still have to fi ght, even though there are not many results in the 
fourth year,” Maksymenko said, adding that he returned home from 
the Donbas in July and could be sent back there at any time again.

Maksymenko says he doesn’t need any motivation to go to the war 
zone.

“I never think of it as a burden, it’s my duty, my job to be there,” 
Maksymenko explains. “I only wish that the war would end and the 
fi ghters could come back home.”
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Name: Natalya Mazharova

Age: 26

Education: legal education at National University 
Odesa Law Academy, Odesa I. I. Mechnikov 
National University, Taras Shevchenko National 
University of Kyiv

Profession: CEO of Vyshyvanka Festival in Odesa

Did you know? Mazharova opened Odesa’s fi rst 
store of vyshyvankas in 2016.

Natalya Mazharova
Organizer of popular 
Vyshyvanka Festival 
organizer promotes  
a patriotic Odesa

By Alyona Zhuk
zhuk@kyivpost.com

When in 2009 Natalya Mazharova organized the fi rst 
Vyshyvanka Festival in Odesa, some 5,000 people joined 
the one-day handicraft fair and march of people wearing 

traditional Ukrainian embroidered shirts. Nine years later, 120,000 
people attended the fi ve-day Vyshyvanka Festival in 2017.

The numbers show that Mazharova’s main goal — to debunk ste-
reotypes that Odesa, a city of 1 million located 500 kilometers south 
of Kyiv, is not “very Ukrainian” and its residents aren’t “really patriot-
ic” — is being achieved.

Another goal, Mazharova says, appeared after Russia unleashed its 
war against Ukraine in the Donbas: “We now more promote the idea 
that Ukrainians are successful, modern and cool, showing modern 
Ukrainian culture.”

“We want to raise healthy patriotism. It’s not about the past, but it’s 
for building a modern state now,” Mazharova told the Kyiv Post. “You 
won’t see sharovary (cossack trousers) or old traditional jugs at our 
festival. They are a taboo.”

The main symbol is vyshyvanka, the wearing of which is supposed to 
help people see themselves as citizens of Ukraine.

“The festival is about Ukrainians, who are not lazy, who want and 
can change something, … and create something,” she said.

Local businesses, “who want Odesa to be Ukrainian,” support the 
Vyshyvanka Festival each year. Some invest money, some donate their 
products. One of the local bakeries treat the festival’s volunteers and 
participants with buns and bread. Local authorities have also started 
to help — this year for the fi rst time the festival received support from 
both city and oblast administrations. City authorities provided a stage, 
while the governor’s offi ce gave money for star participants’ payments.

Mazharova said they don’t have specifi c plans for the 10th festival in 
2018, but noted that they change at least one third of a program each 
year, focusing on whatever is of current interest.

“If there is Ukrainian fashion, we show fashion, if there’s an interest 
towards Ukrainian-produced drones, we will show drones,” she said.

Aside from coordinating the Vyshyvanka Festival, Mazharova and 
her team advise the organizers of smaller festivals in Odesa, as well as 
Ukrainian diasporas abroad, helping them to organize cultural events.

“Some of them still wear sharovary, eat varenyky and think this is 
what Ukraine is about,” she said. “But we want to show more, so that 
people abroad don’t think that Ukraine is a museum of old traditions. 
We bring new formats, modern culture, showing that we are much 
broader than that.”
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Name: Dmytro Schebetyuk

Age: 28

Education: Kyiv National Aviation University

Profession: Founder of Dostupno UA initiative, 
blogger

Did you know? A keen swimmer, he plans to 
swim across the Bosphorus Strait in Turkey.

Dmytro Schebetyuk
Activist fights to 
improve accessibility 
of businesses for 
those with disabilities
By Anna Yakutenko
yakutenko@kyivpost.com

Dmytro Schebetyuk, 28, suffered a spinal injury seven years ago, 
and is now a wheelchair user.

Schebetyuk co-founded the Dostupno UA initiative, which 
tests various venues in Kyiv for their accessibility to wheelchair users, 
and fi lms video blogs about infrastructure and life of people with dis-
abilities in Ukraine.

Schebetyuk said that his main goal is to show that using a wheel-
chair is not an obstacle to having a full life.

“The initiative aims to change the attitude towards people with dis-
abilities, and change their self-perception,” he said.

Schebetyuk launched Dostupno UA three years ago with his friend 
and StopFake founder Margo Gontar. The idea came to them when 
they set up a meeting in a café that didn’t have ramps for wheelchair 
users. The two then decided to review the accessibility of other cafes.

“There is a vicious circle: the owners say they don’t have any clients 
in wheelchairs, (but that’s because) people with disabilities can’t ac-
cess the venue,” Schebetyuk said.

He said business and civic organizations are much more open to 
change than the state. Many cafes have made changes based on his 
advice, and some owners now ask him to come and test their venues.

Schebetyuk also started making funny videos of him doing extreme 
wheelchair stunts, which brought him thousands of views. He travels a 
lot and likes to hitchhike during trips. He also loves swimming and ar-
chery — he even won a place in the second team of Ukraine’s national 
Paralympic archery team.

“We’re also trying to show all the positive changes. For exam-
ple, we now have special cars in trains for people with disabilities,” 
Schebetyuk said.

Schebetyuk also recently launched his own section on the show of 
popular Ukrainian satirical journalist Roman Vintoniv, better known 
under his character name Michael Shchur, in which he talks about the 
lack of infrastructure for wheelchair users.

In his videos, he tries to show that people with disabilities are just 
like everyone else. While his comic videos are usually sarcastic humor, 
his Dostupno UA videos tend not to focus on disability, but rather on 
exploring a city, or using lifestyle or beauty products.

“I don’t like to stay in one place. I was like that before my injury, and 
nothing has changed,” Schebetyuk said. “We encourage people with 
disabilities get out of their homes, because the more other people see 
them, the faster their attitude towards them, and the accessibility en-
vironment, will change.”
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Name: Yulia Shevchuk

Age: 24

Education: Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko 
University, Kyiv Medical University of UAFM

Profession: Paramedic, student

Did you know? Shevchuk was awarded the state 
medal "For Saving a Life" from President Petro 
Poroshenko.

Yulia Shevchuk 
Paramedic risks life, 
suffers wounds, to 
save injured soldiers  
at Donbas war front
By Olena Goncharova
goncharova@kyivpost.com

Yulia Shevchuk, 24, has been to the war zone many times, but 
the fi rst thing that comes to her mind when she remembers 
the Donbas is the taste of homemade cupcakes she tried when 

she was in the frontline village of Zaitseve, control of which is split be-
tween the government and Russian-led forces.

She says the food in eastern Ukraine is what impressed her the most, 
but she certainly wasn’t there for the cuisine: From 2015, she started 
traveling to the war zone as a paramedic, and there rescued dozens of 
wounded Ukrainian soldiers.

“My grandmother always wanted me to become a doctor,” Shevchuk 
said. “We had strong medical background at school, but later I decided 
to follow in my parents’ footsteps and study cybernetics (the scientif-
ic study of how humans, animals and machines control and communi-
cate with each other.) But I managed to tailor my thesis to a medical 
theme anyway.”

When the EuroMaidan Revolution erupted in late 2013, Shevchuk 
quickly joined in the protests that drove President Viktor Yanukovych 
from power on Feb. 22, 2014. She worked at the protesters’ information 
center and once helped an old friend who was wounded during clashes 
with the police. Later, she underwent fi rst aid training.

“Feeling ashamed” for not putting her new skills to use, she decided 
to travel to the war zone, fi rst to work as a dental assistant, and then 
as a paramedic.

“I’ve been there at least 10 times,” Shevchuk said, adding that the 
most challenging thing was to let her parents know where she was go-
ing. “I didn’t want them to worry much.”

So her parents never knew Shevchuk had been injured in a mine ex-
plosion in early 2016 until she returned to Kyiv for treatment. She suf-
fered head wounds when her medical team ran over a mine near the 
Mayorske checkpoint in Donetsk Oblast — they were going to pick up 
a wounded soldier when their vehicle hit the mine, which shattered 
the windshield.

“I felt glass on my face, I spit some of it out, and cried,” Shevchuk 
recalls. She fainted when she got out of the car and then could bare-
ly give fi rst aid to the soldier. “I gave a bandage to our driver and asked 
him to wash the soldier’s wound, because I couldn’t even see properly.”

After she recovered, Shevchuk felt she had to study medicine. She’s 
now enjoying student life again, but the effects of her head injury pre-
vent her from going back to the Donbas and make it diffi cult for her to 
study Latin, a discipline required for every medical student.

But she is not giving up. “I have too much energy to feel depressed,” 
Shevchuk said.
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Name: Elina Svitolina

Age: 23

Education: Children and Youth Sports School of 
Olympic Reserve

Profession: Tennis player

Did you know? During her career, Svitolina has 
defeated tennis stars including Serena Williams, 
Angelique Kerber, and Simona Halep.

Elina Svitolina
Ukraine’s top female 
tennis player is 6th 
best in world, aims 
to be champion
By Alyona Zhuk
zhuk@kyivpost.com

Born into a family of athletes, Elina Svitolina started playing ten-
nis at the age of 5, following in the footsteps of her older broth-
er Yulian. He is now a tennis coach in Ukraine, while Svitolina 

ranks No. 6 in the rating of the Women’s Tennis Association, and is 
Ukraine’s best female professional tennis player.

Svitolina says she would like to become the world’s top tennis play-
er one day, and she believes she still has plenty of time to achieve her 
goal.

The Ukrainian athlete has dozens of victories and titles on her list, 
including 11 WTA tournament victories. In 2017, Svitolina won tour-
naments in Taipei, Dubai, Rome, Istanbul and Toronto, and became 
the fi rst player to ever win three Premier 5 titles in a season since this 
tier of events was introduced in 2009. In September, Svitolina also set 
a new personal and national record when she rose to No. 3 in the WTA 
rankings. However, she fi nished the season at No. 6.

Svitolina says she can’t name the single most important victory in 
her career, and she is proud of wins in the smaller tournaments as well. 
She has a philosophical approach to defeats.

“Even when I lose a match, I try to fi nd something positive in it and 
do not lose heart,” she says.

Svitolina gives a lot of credit for that to her team, who always fi nd a 
way to motivate her, make sure she eats well and rests enough.

“I only have a two-week break in a year, and the rest of time I keep 
training, playing,” Svitolina says. She has a busy schedule, with sever-
al tennis training sessions a day, as well as working out. “I devote my-
self 100 percent to my job, knowing I will get results sooner or later.”

A member of Ukraine’s Olympic Team in 2016, Svitolina says that 
it’s diffi cult to be a successful athlete in Ukraine.

“It hurts to see this. I want the sport to develop in Ukraine,” she says, 
adding however that every year when she comes back to Ukraine on a 
short break she sees progress.

Despite traveling a lot and mostly training abroad, Svitolina, born 
in Odesa and raised in Kharkiv, says she would not represent any oth-
er country except Ukraine, as she belongs here, and she has already de-
clined several offers from abroad.

Svitolina says sports has given her freedoms she didn’t even dream 
of before.

“I’ve seen the entire world. When I was growing up I didn’t hope for 
all this, I just wanted to be the best, but now I receive much more — 
journeys, emotions, people.”

In partnership with
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Name: Oleksandr Todorchuk

Age: 29

Education: law, Kyiv International University

Profession: Founder of UAnimals

Did you know? At school, he headed a one-day 
strike during which all pupils skipped classes to 
support the 2004 Orange Revolution, which de-
nied Viktor Yanukovych the presidency because 
of a rigged presidential election. A revote on Dec. 
26, 2014, put Viktor Yushchenko in power.

Oleksandr Todorchuk
Vegetarian activist 
launches initiative 
to promote better 
treatment of animals

By Toma Istomina
istomina@kyivpost.com

Oleksandr Todorchuk was born and raised in Kyiv. His leader-
ship qualities started to show themselves in his school days, 
when he was a member of the school parliament and was lat-

er elected as its president. Todorchuk studied law at Kyiv International 
University, but once he graduated he realized that it really wasn’t his 
vocation.

Todorchuk then worked as a journalist at magazines Telenedelia 
and Hello, before launching the “Gres Todorchuk PR” public relations 
agency with his sister. Today the agency promotes cultural and social 
projects. Todorchuk improved his skills as a leader and a promoter, 
which would later prove useful when starting his animal welfare ini-
tiative, UAnimals.

Todorchuk quit eating meat four years ago.
“Meat is a murder, and I don’t want to be a part of that,” he told the 

Kyiv Post. He doesn’t buy fur or leather products, and believes that all 
creatures have the right to live, and not to suffer.

UAnimals started as a Facebook page back in 2016 to promote ani-
mal welfare and provide the public with information about the animal 
rights situation in Ukraine. The name of the initiative combines both 
a reference to Ukraine and an allusion to people being animals as well.

Later the initiative cooperated with the Molodiya social advertise-
ment festival, which created a category for work that promoted circus-
es without animals. The advertisements nominated for the category 
were shown in cinemas all over Ukraine ahead of all movie screenings. 
The project became so popular that UAnimals and Molidiya arranged 
special screenings of the best works in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa and Lviv.

Last spring, the initiative conducted its fi rst rally in Kyiv. It gath-
ered around 1,000 people who demanded a ban on the use of animals 
in circuses.

Half a year later, in fall, UAnimals arranged a nationwide rally for an-
imal rights that attracted 5,000 people in 17 cities around the country.

UAnimals is cooperating with Ukrainian lawmakers in order to de-
velop animal rights legislation. One of the laws, which bans mobile 
circuses, zoos and exhibitions with wild animals, was passed by parlia-
ment in June and came into force in August.

Another important bill, which bans the exploitation of animals in 
any circuses, was submitted to parliament in October.

Todorchuk says the main power in the world is kindness. He says 
that the way people treat animals shows what they are really like.

“It’s easy to be kind to those who are strong. Try to be kind to those 
who are weak.”

In partnership with
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Name: Oleksandr Toporivsky

Age: 27

Education: Kyiv Academy of International 
Economics and International Relations

Profession: elected local offi cial

Did you know? Toporivsky is among the young-
est heads of village councils in Ukraine.

Oleksandr Toporivsky
Village head fights 
for better future for 
his western Ukraine  
town of 4,800 people
By Olena Goncharova
goncharova@kyivpost.com

Oleksandr Toporivsky brought his own desk and a chair when 
he was elected head of the village of Blahodatne in western 
Ukraine's Volyn Oblast in 2015. “Only the telephone worked 

there,” he said. Since then, all of the village’s problems have become 
his own, but he’s positive he can solve them.

Blahodatne (formerly known as Zhovtneve), home to 4,800 people, 
could never boast good infrastructure or an abundance of jobs. Located 
some 500 kilometers west of Kyiv, close to the Polish border, it rarely 
attracted investment and many people had to go to neighboring coun-
tries to fi nd a job.

Toporivsky is trying to change that. Having worked as a lawmak-
er for the village council before the elections, he said he was ready for 
all the tasks the village head might face, but admits there’s still “too 
much” paperwork, which is time-consuming.

He’s always in search of grants, and thanks to those the community 
raised money to fi x three roads, install street lights and build two out-
door, custom-made gyms in Blahodatne.

“Before I was elected, I saw bad roads or things like that as part of 
everyday life. Now every pothole on the road or illegally dumped gar-
bage is my problem,” Toporivsky explains. But change, he believes, 
starts from within. Now he’s teaching his fellow villagers to clear up 
garbage.

“It’s not always easy to persuade people that we need to do it,” the 
village head says. However, during one of their clean-ups they collect-
ed 10 truckloads of garbage.

In the village, they’ve organized a number of volunteer clean-ups 
at the local cemetery and the lake. Toporivsky says it’s easy to inspire 
people once you show them what to do — so he’s always out there 
working with the villagers.

“There’s no need to wait for the help from the region — we have to 
rely on ourselves. That’s what I call the Baron Munchausen method,” 
he says. Toporivsky constantly thinks how to save money and so is try-
ing to drop wasteful Soviet practices, like painting tree trunks, power 
poles, and lampposts white.

“I’m learning from other mayors’ experiences and am trying to 
adopt the best practices,” Toporivsky said. They have also launched a 
village council website, where they list all budget expenses, council de-
crees, and future projects.

Toporivsky is always ready to talk — either in person, or via Skype 
or his Facebook page. “Still, a lot of people believe that their domestic 
problems should be solved by the village head,” he says.
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Name: Roman Tychkivsky

Age: 29

Education: Economic science and innovations, 
Barcelona Graduate School of Economics

Profession: CEO of Ukrainian Leadership 
Academy

Did you know? He plays three musical in-
struments — saxophone, clarinet, and sopilka 
(Ukrainian wooden fl ute.)

Roman Tychkivsky
CEO of Ukrainian 
Leadership Academy 
says graduates will 
soon change nation
By Toma Istomina
istomina@kyivpost.com

Roman Tychkivsky was born in the small town of Rohatyn in 
western Ukraine's Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast. From a very young 
age, his parents taught him to respect his country, its people 

and its traditions. When he grew up, Tychkivsky realized that the val-
ues he was raised with were not shared by all others in society. “I felt 
that it was unfair that we had to adjust,” he said.

During his last year in high school, Tychkivsky went to the United 
States on the FLEX exchange program. He spent a year there, and the 
experience convinced him that the values he was taught as a child 
could in fact work in Ukraine.

“I wanted to bring back everything I saw there, and put it into prac-
tice at home.”

After coming back to Ukraine, Tychkivsky studied economics at Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy. He then took the summer program at the Ukrainian 
Research Institute at Harvard University.

Next, he continued his education at the Barcelona Graduate School 
of Economics and participated in the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Program.

Later on, Tychkivsky worked for the U. S. Western NIS Enterprise 
Fund as a project manager. At one of the conferences he attended, he 
met former Israeli offi cial Erez Eshel, and was impressed by his speech. 
Eshel spoke of his country working with its people from kindergarten 
to nursing home.

“This story pushed me forward.”
Eshel and Tychkivsky came up with the idea of launching a leader-

ship school for Ukrainian youth based on the Israeli model.
Tychkivsky founded the Ukrainian Leadership Academy in 2015 in 

Kyiv. Today it also has branches in Lviv, Mykolaiv, Poltava and Kharkiv.
The academy offers a 10-month program of personal and social de-

velopment to Ukrainian high school graduates aged 16–18.
The program is aimed at developing students emotionally, intellec-

tually and physically. Program participants study the liberal arts, do 
sports and arts, and take trips to Israel and European countries.

The academy has had 234 graduates over the last two years, and has 
198 students studying this year. He says changes will come in 10 years.

“By 2030 we hope to see our students in the most challenging fi elds 
in the country — business, education, national security, government, 
healthcare, and diplomacy.” Tychkivsky says he wants young people to 
infl uence society. “I want our country to work with the new generation 
… If we work with them we can get so much in return, and we will be 
able to make up for so much lost time.”

In partnership with
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Name: Oleg Verniaiev

Age: 24

Education: Ukraine National University of 
Physical Training and Sports

Profession:  Gymnast

Did you know? Verniaiev has more than 50 med-
als and other awards, including state ones — the 
Order of Merit and the Order of Prince Danylo 
Galytskiy

Oleg Verniaiev
Olympic champion 
seeks to improve 
training conditions 
for Ukraine’s athletes

By Veronika Melkozerova
melkozerova@kyivpost.com

Oleg Verniaiev, a 24-year-old gymnast from Donetsk, was in an 
excellent mood when he met the Kyiv Post in the gym of the 
Ukrainian National Olympics Team’s training base outside of 

Kyiv. He had just returned from Switzerland, where on Nov. 2 had won 
the 34th Arthur Gander Memorial championship (his fourth win in a 
row).

His greeting was exuberantly gymnastic as well: A fl ip on monkey 
bars. And right after that he leapt into a large pit full of foam cubes.

“Our new pit for soft landings after tricks!” Verniaiev said, emerging 
from the landing pit, in which he takes personal pride: It was Verniaiev 
and his trainer Hennadiy Sardinskiy who persuaded Ukraine’s Ministry 
of Sports to build it for the use of Ukraine’s athletes.

Verniaiev has become a celebrity in Ukraine after winning gold on 
the parallel bars and silver in the overall men’s competition at the 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro in 2016.

He has used his fame and infl uence to press for better training con-
ditions for gymnasts and other athletes.

Despite winning more than 50 medals at the Olympics, Universiades, 
European and world championships, and the European Games, 
Verniaiev is not just a serious, quiet and determined person. He likes 
to have fun. “Of course I don’t get wasted or use drugs. Cause it’s bad 
for my training regime, you know. But, movies, parties, girls…I enjoy 
all of that,” Verniaiev said.

Verniaiev said he was lucky to have the best trainer and talent.
“I’m really into it. Some people need even a year to become profi -

cient with a certain trick, and to include it in their program. I can per-
form a trick in competition after doing it for the fi rst time,” Verniaiev 
said.

He wants to continue teaching gymnastics after he retires.
“I’m going to keep competing at least until the Tokyo Olympics 

(in 2020), and then we’ll see. Ideally, I want to open training clubs 
all over Ukraine, so that gymnastics will continue to be something 
Ukraine can be really proud of,” Verniaiev said.

Verniaiev’s dream is an expensive one for Ukraine: training equip-
ment alone costs hundreds of thousands of hryvnias. Moreover, even 
after his successes, the gymnastic training bases in Lviv and Dnipro 
face closure, he said.

"This is bad, and we will have to do everything possible not to let 
them build yet another shopping mall or a fi tness center in their place," 
Verniaiev said.

In partnership with
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Name: Stepan Veselovskyi

Age: 29

Education: Lviv Polytechnic, Lviv Business School

Profession: entrepreneur; CEO at Lviv IT Cluster, 
IT Arena conference organizer

Did you know? He is a vegan. He believes it’s im-
possible to be good at sports — he does swim-
ming, fi tness, and tennis — without caring about 
what one eats.

Stepan Veselovskyi
Lviv tech evangelist 
believes 'free spirits' 
of sector are helping 
to build strong nation
By Denys Krasnikov
krasnikov@kyivpost.com

Stepan Veselovskyi says his goal is to make Ukraine a better place 
for young people to live in, and he’s going to do that by develop-
ing Ukraine’s tech market.

He has spent four years building the biggest local IT community in 
Ukraine, and launched a tech conference that brings specialists from 
tech giants like Facebook, Google and Twitter to Ukraine.

Veselovskyi’s brainchild — the tech community called the Lviv IT 
Cluster — has brought together almost 70 information technology 
companies to improve the quality of Ukraine’s education, promote the 
country’s image and build infrastructure for IT specialists.

He says he chose IT because it is an industry that “favors the devel-
opment of free spirits.”

“There are no boring meetings, Soviet approaches to management, 
and strict nine-to-fi ve working hours,” Veselovskyi told the Kyiv Post. 
“A free atmosphere bonds people in this industry, not strict, outdat-
ed rules.”

This atmosphere of freedom, combined with a good education, is 
what helps people succeed, Veselovskyi says. To help improve Ukraine’s 
tech education, Lviv IT Cluster has started a project aimed at launch-
ing new degree programs at technical universities around the city.

In 2016, the Lviv IT Cluster team launched its fi rst program with 
Lviv Polytechnic — the fi rst “Internet of Things” degree program 
in Ukraine. Since then, the community has also launched courses in 
Artifi cial Intelligence at Lviv Polytechnic, and Сomputer Science, Data 
Science and Data Science & Intelligent Systems courses at Ivan Franko 
National University of Lviv.

Veselovskyi says he always eager to share his knowledge.
“I  just believe in competition — it drives progress,” he says. 

“Ukraine’s IT industry on the whole would be much more successful if 
tech communities in all the cities competed.”

Notwithstanding his belief in competition, once a year Veselovskyi 
co-organizes an all-Ukrainian tech event that brings together more 
than 2,000 tech people from all over the country — IT Arena. It’s one 
of the biggest tech events in Eastern Europe and the biggest one in 
Ukraine.

To promote the country, Veselovskyi brings to IT Arena speakers 
from global tech giants such as Google, Facebook, Twitter, Airbnb, 
Amazon, IBM, and Microsoft. Veselovskyi has become a driver for 
change and has infl uenced the tech industry nationwide.

“I’ll stay in Ukraine and will continue doing what I can for its IT in-
dustry,” Veselovsky says. "IT in our country is a place for free people, 
and free people can create magnifi cent things.”
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Name: Hordyslava Yemets

Age: 29

Education: Bogomolets National Medical 
University

Profession: Pediatric anesthesiologist

Did you know? She is the fi rst doctor in her fam-
ily in fi ve generations.

Hordyslava Yemets
Anesthesiologist 
saves children with 
heart disease, seeks  
to improve her skills

By Yuliana Romanyshyn
romanyshyn@kyivpost.com

Hordyslava Yemets is one of those lucky people who combines 
one of the things she loves with her job. As a pediatric anes-
thesiologist in the Medical Center for Pediatric Cardiology of 

the Ministry of Health in Kyiv, she specializes in taking care of children 
up to 1 year old and newborns.

Yemets had dreamed of being a doctor since school. When she was 
studying at the university, she made up her mind to be an anesthesiol-
ogist and to treat children.

“That’s probably because it’s much easier for me to fi nd a common 
language with kids,” she said.

Her long shifts, and the emotional and physical stress of work are 
cushioned by the presence of children, she said. On a regular day, 
Yemets works for eight hours, or up to 24 hours if it’s a night call. But as 
her hours depend on the number of operations scheduled, her working 
time has no set limits. Yemets says she can be called to duty anytime. 

Her hospital, one of the biggest pediatric cardiology clinics in 
Ukraine, treats children with heart problems from newborns to 
18-year-olds. Sometimes, Yemets performs anesthesia on a one-hour-
old baby who has come straight from a maternity hospital. 

Yemets says it’s more pleasant to work with children than adults.
“We’ve learned how to understand them without words,” she says of 

her infant patients.
The center treats heart defects, which can be diagnosed during 

pregnancy, and concomitant diseases. During an operation babies are 
connected to a heart-lung bypass machine, with Yemets monitoring 
critical life functions and making sure the patient doesn’t afraid, or 
feel pain.

“An anesthesiologist’s job is to make sure a child survives surgery,” 
she said. Her job is over only after a child leaves hospital with their 
parents.

Yemets said her daily goal is the same: help all patients recover, and 
preferably be happy. 

“Kids are more helpless, more vulnerable, but – this may sound self-
ish – they are easier and more pleasant to communicate with,” she said. 

In her free time, Yemets works on self-development, reading foreign 
scientifi c publications and attending professional conferences in plac-
es like Milan, London  and Brussels. 

She also tries to follow the work of the best scholars and cardiolo-
gists, but says she has no particular favorite – she simply tries to em-
ulate the best of them.
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Name: Denys Zhadanov

Age: 28

Education: Bachelor’s degree in foreign eco-
nomic activity, Odesa Mechnikov University, mas-
ter’s degree in business and management, Aston 
University (United Kingdom)

Profession: Vice president at Readdle

Did you know? He says he mastered his English 
and teamwork skills by playing the online game 
World of Warcraft.

Denys Zhadanov
Readdle’s vice 
president hobnobs 
with Branson, 
knows how to sell
By Mariya Kapinos
kapinos@kyivpost.com

Denys Zhadanov was only 19 when he started to work part-time 
at Readdle — a small software company established by his el-
der brother Igor Zhadanov and his friends — graduates of the 

Odesa Mechnikov University.
Ten years later, the Odesa-based company now has 120 people on 

staff producing mobile applications that are sold on Apple’s App Store. 
The company focuses on time management and productivity apps, 
making documents, images, books and PDF fi les easier to read, edit or 
share. It already has over 75 million downloads worldwide.

Over the last 10 years Zhadanov fi rst followed in his brother’s foot-
steps and also graduated from Odesa Mechnikov University. But then 
he felt the need to go further, so he sold his car, borrowed some mon-
ey, and in 2010 entered Aston University in the United Kingdom, earn-
ing a master’s degree there just a year later.

Now, at the age of 28, he is vice president of marketing at Readdle. 
His schedule is a roller-coaster of meetings, business trips to Silicon 
Valley, Europe, and to U.K. tycoon Sir Richard Branson’s private island 
in the Caribbean.

“Hey Denys, wanna join us, and go meet Richard Branson and pos-
sibly Barack Obama on Necker Island?” Zhadanov’s friend said, invit-
ing him to the island.

While his life seems like a dream came true, it actually took a lot 
of work to make it a reality. Zhadanov spent years mastering his art 
of writing letters to business partners and talking to big audiences. 
Now through marketing campaigns he attracts new users, gives lec-
tures around the globe, promotes new apps, and searches for partners.

“Everything seems so easy from the outside, and my trip to see 
Branson — everybody knows about it,” says Zhadanov. “Yet success-
ful people have lots of worries no one sees. If a problem comes up, you 
can’t share it with others because you’re in charge, and you take all 
the decisions.”

Readdle continues to develop new mobile applications. His 
current project Spark — an e-mail client for professional users 
— is already up and running. A new version, Spark 2.0, an e-mail client 
for teams, is to be launched next year. Zhadanov is very proud of it, and 
all of Readdle’s developments.

“If a company has a good product, nothing will stand in its way to 
being commercially successful,” he says.

“Our time gives us unique possibilities. You can be anywhere around 
the globe, and if you have made a good product, you can post it on the 
App Store, and in a blink of an eye it will be popular worldwide.”
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